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DOUBLE MYSTERIES 
(Two remarkable stories of mistaken identit�) 

By Bob Skinner 

So�e years ag6, whilst browsinq in a book, I came across 
the following account of a bizzare ca�e of mistaken identity, 
originally from a 1907 newspaper(!). 

THE DROWNED DOUBLE 

Two Months after Burial Albert Steer Returns 

In 
.
the matter of the mystery of Albert Steer, the 

pol1ce confess themselves helpless and at fault. 

, . 
Two mont�s �go S�eer lef� his family in Bickley 

�1th vague wurd uf a JOUrney Into Surrey, and the next 
day �drowned man's body was taken up from the ·Thames 
near Lhelsea Bridqe. 

By the descri�tion of it the body seemed to be that 
of Albert Steer. When his son and dauqhter viewed it at 
Horseferry mortuary all their doubts �ere removed. 

It was cer�ainly �heir father. Not only were the 
features and bu1ld s1m1lar to them, but all accidental 
marks were there. 

Albert Steer had lost an eye, this drowned man was 
one-eyed. One of his toes had been crushed, and the 
b?dy had a crushed toe. Albert Steer's face was marked 
with a dent over the eyebrow where a piece of bone had 
been taken away, and here was the same dent in the same 
place. 

So Somerset House registered the death of Albert 
Steer, a coroner's inquest declared that he had been 
found drowned, and a memorial stone has been put up in 
the cemetery on Bromley Common. 

And now Albert Steer, with an 
two months' work for a gardener 
reappears to his sons in the 
publ ic-lwuse. 

uneventful story of 
at Little Maiden, 
bar of a London 

The Reqistrar-General must therefore cancel an 
�ntry in f1is books, and the Steer family, in the 
�nter�st

. 
o ! accurate genealogy, must erase the 

1nscr1ption 1n Bromley Cemetery. 
All that remains for the pnlire tn dn as an 

"E��ning News" represe�ta�ive l;ar�ed �oda� :  is to 
re�uver fr�m 

_
the Co�m1ss1oner of Police the only 

phutograph uf une who lS once more an unknown man found 
dr?wned near Chelsea, and to advertise aqain for 
friends of a one-eyed man with a broken toe a�d a dent 
above the eyebrow. 
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I '"'as remi�ded of it agai1! �n 1'3841 when my local paper 
printed the �ollow1ng strangely s1mllar story(2)1 statinq that� 
the item had f1rst been printed in an issue of the paper i� 1'3C�. 

A. Greenwich family_has just had an extraordinary 
�);pen�nce .. After John ljobbett, a lighterman, had left 
breenw1ch his barge was delayed by stress of weather at 
Southend, and a body was found in the Thames which was 
identified as that of Gobbett by his wife, his father, 
and several other people. 

The resemblance of this man to Gobbett was 
extraordinary. Gobbett has a long scar on the side of 
th� leg, wh1ch had been broken some years ago, and had 
slightly crookened in the setting; a scar on the bridqe 
of the nose; and a peculiar birthmark. The�e 
malformations were duplicated in the case of the man 
identified as him, and whom the family buried at 
Nunhead. 

. A day or two after, Mrs Gobbett received a letter, 
which! t�ough purpo�ting to_come from her husband, was 
not 1� his handwriting, saying he would be home on the 
follow1ng day. T�e wo�an spent a_night of anxiety; but 
her �usband arrived In the morn1ng1 to be thoroughly 
astonished by the story of the burial which was related 
to him. 

. The stories were so similar that it was difficult to 
bel1eve that both could be true. The proximity of the location 
and date . fo� these alle�ed incidents, and the duplicated theme 
seemed to Indtcate some l1nk between them. 

Was it the Steer story just a variation of the earlier 
Gobbett report, o� w�re both examples of an urban legend?(3). My 
interest and cur1os1ty was aroused, and I decided to research 
further. 

There is insufficient space to give a full account 
of both th� s�ories her�, bu� as the '"'hole mystery hinges on the 
alleged _co1nc1dence of 1dent1fying marks, I will concentrate on 
what I discovered about this aspect of the cases. 

1'304: The John Gobbett case 

At the British Newspaper Library at Colindale 
s��rched the local papers covering the Greenwich area for �une 1':!04, and traced several references to the case. 

John Henry G·:obbett, a 32 year old barqeman had left �ome on Friday 3rd. June, purportedly to sail-on � barge to 
Colchester. He was expected to be away for a week. 

The first newspaper reports detailed the circumstances �! the dis�overy of a body in the Thames opposite the 
F..uyal Naval t.ollege on the £th June, its "identification" by Mrs 
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Gobbett, and the inquest on lOth June. No mention is made of a.ny 
distinguishing marks (415) 

A week later, the papers reported the surprising 
reappearance of Gobbett on 18th June, and his reunion with his 
shocked wife (6,7,8). 

· 

In these references additional details are qiven of the 
initial circumstances. 

-

Apparently the body found in the Thames had been 
identified as G·:obbett's not only by his wife, but by his father 
and a number of ol her peop 1 e who knew hi m '"'e 11 . 

Even Gobbett's eight year old son had been involvP.d1 and 
had declared, on seeing the body" It's my dad".(6) 

The b(•dy of the man had only been in the wat.er a 
few hour s , and its resemblance to Gobbett is said to 
have been quite extraordinary. 

It was not only in features and general 
co:•nfirmation. Gobbett has a o:reso:ent shaped scar nine 
inches long on his right leg, the mark of an accident 
which resulted in a broken bone and a leq made 
permanently crooked. The dead man had a malfoimation 
exactly similar, as '"'ell as a scar on the bridge of 
the nose and a birthmark identical with those which 
Gobbett is able to sho·�.(J) 

In c�e report, Mrs Gobbett was asked about how it 
was she had misidentified the corpse as that of her husband. 
She mentioned the identifying marks cof the scar on the nose, 
and on the leg, adding the ne•..J detail that her husband also had 
a scar behind the left ear. 

All these marks were e�;adly reproduced on the 
de�d man 1 •.1ho she •..Jas positive at the time •..Jas her 
husband. (6) 

At the inquest o:redi bl e •,.1i tnesses had appeared •,.1ho had 
testified to having seen Gobbett in Greenwich two days after 
Gobbett was supposed to have left on a barge, bound for 
Colchester. It •,.1as therefore concluded that Gobbett had not left 
at all, but had met his death as the result of some river 
misadventure. 

Despite the evidence of the remarkable resemblance, at 
least two people were not so sure. 

1\ police constable •..Jho had known John Gc·bbett had 
expressed doubt about the identification (8)1 and Gobbett's 
brother, George, was unsure having noted the fact that the corpse 
measured 5ft lOins, •..Jhile his brother had only been 5ft E.ins 
tall. He had not, however, attended the inquest.(6) 

Although certain items found in the corpse's pockets 
had been produced by the police at the inquest, they had not been 
�.ho•,.Jn to the jury. These i terns included papers '"'hidl later 
confirmed the identification of the body as being that of Arthur 
Jad:=.on, an inmate of the local '"'orkheouse. (6) 
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1907- The Arthur Albert Steer case 

A seard1 of newspapers of 1'307 unearthed several 
references to the Steer affair. 

Arthur Albert Steer (sometimes referred to as Albert 
Steer), •.-�as a 56 year old gardener, who lived a •.-�anderinq life 
generally away from his family at Bickley, near Bromley, Rent. ' 

He had been last seen by his sons on 24th April at 
Bromley, when he had spoken of going to Surrey. On the follo�inu 
day, a body had been found in the Thames, near to Chelsea Bri doe: 

In a
.

May issue of
.

a Hest Iondon paper there appeated- a 
report of the Inquest on th1s body. 

John S�eer, Bromley, Kent deposed that the body was 
that of Ins father, •.-�ho •..Jas a qeneral labourer. He had 
lost the sight of one eye, and-had also had a piece of 
bone taken out from the eye-bro'"" some time aqo. 

The Coroner: You have no doubt at all as to the 
i dent i f i cation? 

IH tness: Not a bit . .. (9) 

Later reports, 
July, described more 
m i si dent i fi cat i on. 

following the reappearance of Steer in 
fully the circumstances of the 

Charles Steer 1 a s•:•n of the wanderer 1 ret:�d a 
paragraph under the heading "The Mystery of a One-Eyed 
Man." Every detai 1 published tallied with those of his 
missing father. Albert Steer, senior, had lost an eyp 
and had a smashed toe, so had the dead man; he had � 
br?ken nose, �o had the dead man. The only point uprn1 
wlnd1 th� family •..Jere undedded was the description of 
the dothwg •..Jorn by the man taken from the river. This 
was a uniform of some kind, bearinq the mark "X 100 P". 

This fad '"'as not considered-imporhnt, ho\ . .'!:11/er, 
as the father had al•,.,ay·s lead a rovinq 1 i fe. The ne:d �ay, therefore, Charles, the son, -and his sister 
JOUrneyed to London and identified the man at the 
�)rseferry-road �)rtuary, Westminster, as their 
father. The dead man was alike in appearance anrl 
bui Id to their parent. 

_ "Th� "
marks '"'ere

. 
the mc•st e:draordinary thing 

abuut It, the son Charles told a reporter. "There 
'..!as the same indent above the eyebrow where a piece 
of bone had been taken out. I had not the sliohtest 
doubt it ',.laS my father. The inquest was held and we 
buried him in St Lukes' Cemetery, Bromley C�mmon on 
May 3rd." ( 10) 

fi Times report from September recorded a secc•nd 
cc•roner's court hearing, held 2 months aft�r the 
original events. The proceedinqs '"'ere to officit:dly 
establish that Steer '"'as alive, -and to investioate the 
misidentificatic•n. In this report it is revealed that ; altho,Jgh 
it was true bc·th Steer and the •:orpse had been one-eyl?d, 

John Steer, the son, said that the mistake they all 
had made was that his father had lost his right eye, 
the drowned man's left one was missing. (11) 
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The newspaper accounts mention one further interesting 
coincidence in the Steer st0ry. 

Whilo Steer had been away from home, he had been working 
for a gardener in Wallingham Park at Little Malden in Surrey. 
Only a few days before he had returned home to Bickley, the Steer 
family had received a report that another Steer had been found 
living at Whyteleafe, not far from Little Maiden. This Steer, 
curiously enough, was also a gardener with one eye. (10) 

Conclusion 

However unlikely it may seem, there can be no doubt that 
both the Gobbett and the Steer coincidences had a factual 

foundation. In addition to the various newspaper reports, I have 

copies of the death certificates that were issued in the names of 

Gobbett and Steer, and which are still inde�ed under those names 

at St Catherine's House; both have been officially amended to 
note the oriqinal misidentification of the bodies. 

The
-

entries in the registers of the Cemetery at 
have never been amended, and still record that the burial 
June 1'304 of John. H. Gobbett in qrave number 27330, 
situated in what is now a forqotte� and overgrown area 
unused cemetery. 

-

Nun head 
on 13th 
a plot 
of the 

It is amazinq that two incidents, so similar 

in many ways, happened c•n the same river within 3 years c•f ead1 

other(12). Not only that, but there are a number of similarcases 

dc�umented elsewhere [see panel]. 
Professor Glaister attempts to e��;plain such cases of 

mistaken identity, by stating that 
such mistakes usually arise only when the the 

fadal features are changed, past recognition, most 
usually in the case of bodies that have lain in the 
1..J<:�ter for sc•me time; t:lnd also from the desire of 
mourning relatives to satisfy their grief by 
interring a bc·dy. (13) 

However, it is interesting to note that in neither the 
Gobbett or Steer case had the bc•dy been in the river for any 
length of time, invalidating this explanation. 

��at became of Gobbett and Steer? So far, have 

been unable to find out about their lives after these 

events. To me, the stories of these two individuals are 

fascinating, and as time allc•ws, I hope to u::.ntinue my 

reseu dH?S. 
In future will be more cautious before classifying 

strange tales as urban legends. 
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SOME S H1 I LAR ACCOUNTS OF 11 I ST Af<EN IDENTITY 

The body c•f an old man, havinq the forefinqer of the 
left hand and the left ear missing, was lound on the 6anks of the 
river Dee. 

It was identified by two young women as that of the body 
of their father, who had same deformities, and a prc�livity to 
wander from home. After the funeral, they found that their father 
had returned home. ( 13, 14) 

In Dublin in December 1897 the dead body of a woman was taken out of the canal and was identified by a man and sc•me neiqhbours of that of the mans wife, there beinq accidental marks ove� the eye and on the nose, and the number �f missing teeth beinq the same. -
The three sons, ho•,.,ever, doubted identification, becau�.e of the colour of the hair. Following the funeral, the mother returned home. ( 14) 

In Glasgow in 1904, the body of a man was discovered from the Forth and Clyde Canal. T•"'o days later it was identified by no fewer than ten persons as the body of a particulat person. Those who identified it included a dauqhter in law and some police officers. -

The death was duly registered under that n�me, and the remains interred. Some days later, an inspector of police ,,.,ho knew the supposed deceased man well, saw the man himself in the street. l·Jhen the man •,o�as told of his supposed death he •,o,�as bc•th astonished and amused. ( 14) 

In Milwaukee in 1855, the head and trunk of a murdered 
man •,ras found floatinq in the river. 

Despite the-damage to the head, there were a number of 
people •,rere absolutely sure that the victim had been a John 
Dwire. They recognised the face and features, the colour of the 
hair and eyes (although Dwire had one eye, and the corpse had two 
- one, however •,o�as nearly detached due to a head wound). · 

Identifying marks included a "five-pointed starry scar" 
on the left cheek; the loss of h1o front teeth, one in the upper 
and one in the lower jaw; a bald head with curly sandy hair round 
the base of the skull only; scars on the chin and finger and 
thumb of the right hand; a o:r·ooked nose; and "leg c·f muttc•n" 
'..Jhi skers. 

At the inquest, however, some witnesses declared that 
they believed that Dwire was in fact alive and well, and living 
not far from Milwaukee. A message was sent, and to the utter 
amazement of those who had sworn so positively to the identity of 
the body, John Dwire arrived and walked into the court room. (15) 
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The Bromley Telegraph and Chislehurst Chronicle , 6th July 19u7. 
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IS.Griffiths, A.H., Mysteries of 

Grief turns to 
joy as 'dead'· 
son goes holnB 

lr IUH REPORTER A GRIEVINQ couple who ldenllned their 1on 
u a body In a mortuary were astonished 
when he oalmly arrived home rour houn rat er. 

Police and Crime (,:.1305), v.l p. 109-113.
} 

Fred and Pat Sole wept with joy as 18·year· old Slmon tlrolled through the door- and his 
shocked .crVldmother nearlY fainted. . 

The family believed Slmon had been •mod In • car 
C{Uh but 11 turn� out the vlcllm wu another 
toenaior who_j!'!!_l!td ..!!" adnl(ly 11•• him. 

Mr &le, 40, uld r•l· �j'!' ���:e c
a
�r.1, 

a
La�� torday: "11 seemtd like a tle�k Slmon'a cheque 

i.!��:���p. j�.·�.m�'b'a�� card
. 

and •eyo. 

(\-�� ���u�:tt�:ard that ;r��· ��:i r,.��u"W::t t'le mi!':UP .�app!n.o.d ��do�.•.!."'�-"• .. and, hi! 
WUII! w�ut •v tUe JOCII mortuary. 

11• added: "I hod lo ��k .� .. ·
�
·t 

.r.:�
ad

v
:
r; much like my aon. 

"Thtn mr wife wont In 
and decided 11 was dtO· nlloly him. Words cannot 
describe how we ftlt. 

"The police 'Wtn mar· 
vellous. 11 wo.• us who wron«ly ldtniiOed our ton." 

The lnquul, In .W&I· 
th!rn•low, Eut London, 

�:':
d 

0�:,. 
d
����!�e

n
��! 

had b<tn ot the aame 
party u Slmon. 

Dorry, 18, or Cannlnl 
Town Eut London, drove �rr In Slmon'a Mini Metro u he alepl 

The car aomorsaulltd 
tnr.�, h�!��: .�d ':�m�:: 
ly lnjurlnl( two other 
toonacu• wllh him. 

Verdict: Accldont. 

.. Svt�.., �I·LI�� 
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•they will be at your door too, unless we all get wise and find out who 
the three men really are•. -- Gray Barker <They Knew Too Xuch About 
Flying Saucers> 

Bric Xaple, researcher into the supernatural has written concerning the 
history of Xen in Black <XIB>. •A few of tpese grim spectres in black 
first made their appearance during the Blizabethan post-Reformation 
period and they increased their activities as Protestanism advanced. 
They were popularly supposed to represent either Satan or his attendant 
demons • . .  • <1>. The history of Bnglish witchcraft is full of tales of 
their activities. Jane Vallis, a 17th century Huntingdon woman, was 
persuaded to sell her soul to a mysterious XIB who left her under the 
watchful eye of two familiar spirits. A similar tale was told by 
Susannah Bdwards, a 17th century witch of Bxeter, who was approached by 
a dark-robed stranger, who offered to buy her soul. During the great 
plague of London in 1630, a witch scare was started by a man who claimed 
to have been picked up by a stranger in a black carriage driven by black 
horses. The stranger took him to a house full of ghosts and demons who 
were preparing poisons to spread the plague (2). The mysterious figures 
in black, however, did not always have a diabolical mission. During 
Deceaber, 1666, Johann Fridrich Schweitzer, physician to prince Orange, 
was visited by a figure in black carrying the mystical philosopher's 
stone. unfortunately for Johann, the mysterious figure in black did not 
return as proMised to show him how to turn metal into gold. 

The XIB needs no introduction to the ufologist, who is well aware of 
the mysterious figures' association with UFO reports from the 1050s and 
1070s. i have myself investigated two UFO reports from the 1070s where 
XIB were involved. The XIB, however, is n'ot exclusive to the annals of 

either ufology or demonology. in 1967 Luis Castillo, an Amertcan petty 
criminal, was arrested in the Phillipines under suspicion of cospiring 
to assassinate President Xarcos. Under interrogation he revealed that 
over a period of years, he claimed his mind was controlled by some 
mysterious agency. He says he remembered being taken to a "factory" 
ourtside Chicago where he met a woman he did not know. She assigned him 
tasks that be carried out in a trance-like state. In 1963 whilst 
performing one of these tasks, he was driven to Dallas in a black car, 
accompanied by a man with •oriental eyes•, who ordered him to shoot 
President Kennedy from a high building (3). 

Ghostlore also has its fair share of mysterious figures in black. 
have myself investigated a •haunted house• where the owner claims to 
have seen a figure in black bat and cape standing in the back garden. 

But it is to ufology that most researchers turn to when faced with XIB 
reports. I believe that the next case is a good illustration of how 
there is a powerful mythology pervading XIB cases. During the late 1070s 
Xrs Joyce Bowles and her friend Ted Pratt were abducted by a UFO in 
Winchester. Following their experience Xrs Bowles received a phonecall 
from a man in London who advised her to keep quiet about their 
encounter. Although no actual figure was seen, UFO researchers 
associated the call with a XIB <4>. 

That these figures in black, whatever they may be, exist would be 
foolish to deny. But the effect that they have on us, as researchers, is 
just as real. Thirty-six years after the Albert bender claimed his 
infamous experience, UFO investigators are still asking witnesses if 
they have noticed any •mysterious figures• since their sighting. The KIB 
has, in its own right, become a separate area of study. The XIB has come 
to represent a figure of authority, a dark and menacing authority. 
Seduction by demons and vivisection by aliens are better left alone, 
most people believe. The XIB seems to reinforce this attitude -- it 
appears to us as an authoritarian figure, in the style of the 1040s •a• 
movie F. B. I. figure, warning us not to upset society. . 

The rest, as John Keel points out, we have constructed in our own 
lonely, painful search for meaning

,
· <5>. 
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<l>Bric Maple, •the Domain of Devils• Pan Books 1066 
(2) H. Xackay, •Extraordinary Popular Delusions• 1842 
<3> V. Bowart, • aperation Xind Control• Fontana 1078 
<4> •aut of this World• BBC documentary 
<5> John Keel, •the Cosmic Question• PantheJ 1078 

GREEN\ MONSTERS\ - . 
By Nigel Watson · -1 � 

Whatever the •real• origin of UFOs, alien beings, lake monsters, yetis 
or ghosts, they all indicate to the percipients ofthea that there is 
something wrong with human existence. In the 1050s when the subject of 
flying saucers was still new, several people claimed they met the pilots 
of these vehicles. invariablythe messages from these space people was 
that humankind was destroying planed Earth. these mes&age usually 
expressed a fear of atomic bomb testing, the threat of an atomic war and 
general worries about the Cold War. Since then the space people have 
warned us about pollution, drugs, sex, and other dangers that are likely 
to bring about the demise of planted Earth and its <usually unworthy 
save a chosen few> inhabitants. A good example of their type of 
viewpoint is given by this American researcher: 



12.1 
•the positive aliens a re the f orces of light here to help the planet. 

Ye are f acing a pssible pole shift, earthquakes, the greenhouse e f f ect -
- we ' re in various precarious positions. the highly spiritually advanced 
planets want to help us, want us to see peace." <Pioneer Press Despatch, 
St Pau l ,  11/12/88). 

I n  a similar manner lake monsters a nd terrestrial monsters are usually 
observed in the zones between wilderness and u rba n civilisation. they 
disappe a r  as civilisation, industry and pollution intrude u po n  the 
natural environment. 

Xonsters are often regarded as the guardians of secret natu ral areas 
that humanity should not invade (but often does). 

Sightings a nd theories about such legendary, mythical o r  super natu ral 
beings have preceded the cu rrent interest in such subjects. Michel 
Meurger a nd Claude Gagnon note in •Lake Monster Traditions• <Fortean 
Tomes, 1Q8Q, pl07) with regard to Canadian monster sighting& that the: 

• synch ronicity between the coming ofa new way of lif e  a nd the alleged 

increase in monster sightings is worth thinking about. the lake-monster 

image seems to help express deep conservatism a nd it may be that when 

our informants are speaking about the monster's distaste for noisy mass 
tou rism, they are conveying their own distaste with moder n  society 
indirectly. • 

The views and attitudes of the 1050s flying saucer contactees can be 
compared a nd contrasted with modern-day British contactees. In t u r n  
their views can be compared a nd contrasted with other "f ringe" belie f s  
about t h e  c a r e  and respect o f  planet Ea rth. I n  �rticular ,  paganist, 
wicca ,  earth mystery,  a nd hippy-type views could be included. In many 
cases people have bee n  committed to such ideologies or lif estyles due to 
their own experiences with the u nknown o r  unexplained. 

A good example of the type of experience that can be used to justif y  a 
variety of ideologies took place in I>ecember, 1031. Although it is 
expressed in overtly Christian religious terms, the f orm of the 
experience can be easily reinterpreted as a contactee e ncou nter. By the 
1050s the tables were tu rned and overtly UFO experiences were used as a 
vehicle f orvarious religious philosophies (e.g. Adamski and his meeting 
with J esus). Charlie Yoodward had a dream or vision a fter a day of 
praying. He climbed one mou ntai n , then he climbed a cottonwood tree on 
the summit of an even highe r mountain. A voice called him down and as he 
approached the e a rth he spotted two me n. 

•one was an extra la rge man, and the other not quite as large. It was 
God a nd J esus. (God the larger one . )  They were in what they called a 
Pilot. I t  was a rou nd room about ten f eet high, eight feet across, with 
a screen all a round and a post in the c e ntre of the room. The room had 
seats with ou r  backs to the centre post. they · invited me to get in the 
Pilot. • 

As he got into the c r a f t  he saw his body lying on the ground near the 
cottonwood tree. They f lew to Heaven, which he was told was 700 miles 
above the earth. this took three minutes to reach. Heaven contained 
lakes and meadows , a nd streets paved with gold. 

"Bveryone was dressed in white , standing, smiling, their ha nds reached 
out as if to shake ha nds with me. I went u p  the street with both hands 
stretched out. 1 went up to whe re God and Jesus were sitting o n  the 
Throne. 

"God had me sit by Him·a nd Jesus on the T hrone. 1 asked them why 
didthey want me tosit on the Throne with them whe n  everybody else was 
standing u p.• 

<Arkansas Gazette, Little Rock, 8/5/88>. 
Like the contactee stories of today nothing exceptional is 

communicated tothe percipient. Rather the vision, dream, out-of -the-body 
experience, call it or explain it as you wish, thge e ncou nter con f irms 
the faith/views of the person and provides"proof• for themselves and 
other that they have a direct line with Heaven and/or the RTs. 

Xore sceptical viewpoints couldalso be used to show that these types 
of belief are the product of popular cultu re , DOdern-day f olklore in the 
making , f u ture shock, disillusionment with rational, materialistic 

science, etc., rather tha n the intervention of 
su pe r natu ral/extrate r restrial f orces, 

13. 
Rather than debate whether UFOs/ghosts, etc., are objective or 

subjective we should actually try to look at WHY these subjects have 
such dedicated followers a nd proponents, a nd such dogged opponents. 
Also, the good a nd the bad e f f ects of such belief systems can and ou ght 
to be considered. 

1 

· CRED I TS : UFO Newsclippi�
-
� Service and Fortean Times. \ 

GAGS\ AIIOUT GADGETSi 
By Jan Harold Brunvand / 

J udging by the legends I've heard lately, there aay soon be an urban 
tale about every gadget in the Sharper Image catalog. 

Here are a few examples of stories I've collected about ultramodern 
gimmicks, along with my guesses about ones that are sureto be legend 
topics soon. 

' 

Karen Urbanowski, of Rossford, Ohio, sent this one about a deep-fryer: 
"There was a guy who did a lot of drugs. One night be came home from 
work, got stoned, and then decided to fix some dinner. he turned on a 
deep-f ryer to make French fries. Yben he thought the oil was hot enough 
for cooking, he checked it by sticking his hgand in the fryer, 
immediately deep-frying his hand.• 

That story reminds me of one from the 1060s about hippies who, after 
getting highon LSD, stared into the sun until they went blind. 

And it makes me wonder if there are legends about such trendy 
appliances as crepe cookers, pasta makers, food processors, hibachis, 
talking bathroom scales, nail poliqh driers or exercise machines. 

A credit-card legend came to me from Kennen Ybite, of A nn Arbor, 
Michigan. H e  heard about a yuppie, just out of college, now working in a 
high-paid j ob. 

"This yuppie wanted to buy a house, but the banks all turned him down 
for a loan because of a minor blemish on his credit record. His roommate 
bad failed to pay his share of the utility bills, or so�thing like 
that. So the guy appli�d and received 40 or 50 credit cards, some with 
credit limits as high as $5,000. he used the eards to purchase the 
house. then he went back to the· bank and, using his new house as 
collateral, he took out a loan to pay off all the credit-card 
companies. • 

An automatic-teller machine cash card is the subject of a legend that 
I found in a newsletter called Folklore Frontiers, published in Bngland. 

Supposedly a woman finds a cash card lying in the street one night, 
and thinks of a way to turn it in via an ATX. She inserts the card into 
the slot and punches in some numbers at random. She knows that without 
the proper P�rsonal Identification lumber, or PII, the machine w i ll keep 
the c&rd1 and a bank official will find it in the .arning. Against all 
the odds, qhe hits the right Pll number and the screen obligingly 
flashes the message, •uow much do you wish to withdraw?• Unfortunately, 
this version of the story doesn't tell what the woman does. But I 
suspect that there are varying vesions of bow it ends. 

There must be other ATX stories too. What about legends that deal with 
answering machines, VCRs, cable TV, satellite dishes, laptop computers 
or cellular phones? 

Yilliam Xoser, program director of the Xu&eum of Scientific Discovery, 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, sent me a

· 
legend about a pocket calculator: 

•t majored.in astronomy, and a math instructor of mine hadan early 
Hewlett-Packard calculator. Supposedly, a student who owned one of these 
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ca l c u l a t o r s  whe n t he y  J i r s t c<.� me ou t t y pe d i u  a n  u n l i k e l y  s � 1 · l <o> s o l  
k e y e. t r o k e s ,  suc h n s  L h{! sq u a r e r oo t  o t nega t t v e z e r o . t h e ca J c u l iJ L Or  
i mmed i a t e l y  brok e .  1 he s t u •:l '? n t  r e t u r ned t o  t he s t o r e  a nd t o l d  t he 
sa l e s ma n  wha t had ha pp13 n e d . t h e sa l e s ma n d i d n ' t be l i e v e  h i m , so he 
p i c ke d  up a n e w  c a l c u l a t or I r o m  t he sh13 l 1  a nd t y ped t he sa me k e y s t r· o k e s .  

T h i s  ca l c u l a t o r  broke a s  we l l . "  

Maser has n e v e r  s e e n  ca l cu l a t o r  t h a t  wou l d  be da maged by me r e  

k e y s t rokes . 1 a g r ee t h a t  t h e  s t or· y  sounds l ege nda r y . 

A re t he r e  l eg e n d s  a bou t o t he r  p i eces ot oi l i ce eq u i pme n t  s h r l;! d d8 1·s , 
s t a p l e r s ,  pe nc i l s h a r pg n e r s ,  d i c t a t i ng ma c h i nes , F A .X.  mac h i nes a nd t h e  
l i k e ?  

M y  q u es t i ons a bo u t  s u c h  s t or i es a re wr i t t e n  on Post - i t  n o t e s  s t u c k  t o  

l e t t e r s  1 6 ve rece i ve d . �' h i c h ma k e s  m13 wonde r :  w h a t  a r e  t he l egends a bo u t 

f'os t - i t  n o t e s ?  

W I L L I A M  B A R RY H E R B E RT 
has published a second volume 
of p a r a n o r m a l  e n c o u n t e r s ,  
"Phantoms of the Railways". 

Much the same as his "Railway 
Ghosts" ,  this edltlon of the occult 
along the rails · has apparitions 
h a u n t i n g  s t a t i o n s ,  t u n n e l s ,  
slgnalboxes BJld gangers' huts. My fAvourite We 11 a particularly eurtoue 
case of aomethlng which could not occur ln 
normal apaUal time experlenee. What 1.8 re· 
counted 1.8 that a FlttJe1 tral.n.lpotter watched 
two identical traln1 pus almost almulta­
neously, boUt hauled by Blaek Five «818. Had 
Ute young ralJ enthualut experienced a time 
warp? . 

More traditional tale• taU of human and 

� i�p �� =un�S���
e
�uf:

h
: 

nanny and chllc1 run over by thetr train; Snowy 
Ute grlevtng at&Uon cat; eolour-valon med1· 

�Y ���t��� �=
g
r a��ct c���!; 

vanllhlng away Into Ut1n air on Durham City 
ataUon. · 

There'a an oppreaalve atmoaphere at a apot 
In Uverpool and a aulclde'a acilne; phantom 
eommun!caUon cord puller and tnlspuaen; a 
celebnted akull known aa Dleky o' Tunatead, 
which led to realignment of a Derbyahlre route 1 
to keep the rallway away from hl.a reatlng 
place: trains on non-4!xlltent traek.a on the X.le 

��:: �ve"v':'Ir:;f�
a
!. � �i'ec:= 

atudlo, lnvolvlng the llkeaofFleetwoodMac. 
Being myaterloua and emotive place•, tun. 

nell feature prominently: spectral amoke trom 
Ingrow'a blowing agalnat the breeze: World 

::
r

on� �!�t;!�re�y �:fJ:��� �� 
the phantom train of Box Tunnel. 

Herbert ml8aed out the belt legend of Box 
Tunnel, Utat architect Iaambard Kingdom 
Brunei wanted the aun to ahlne down lt on hi1 

:J:� :rl
�!�). ��/=�u�!� �� 

Freemaaon Brunei and hll ·•urveyon at. 
tempted to ache lve Ut1a 

d:
bollc exploit, but 

:���:e��
u
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n
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�:'��<!Z :'::·_ ���t c: ����� 
accordln&' to Phlllp Atklna, Ubrartan at the 
National Rallway .Muaeum, York, gang-en on 
the Bath to Chlp�nham line have reported Ute 

G H OSTS and other railway 
mysteries are the subject 
of a slim new volume. One 
of the book's contributors, 
t h e  M a l l ' s  P A U L  
S C R E E T O N ,  h a s  b e e n  
made aware of a strange 
a s p e c t  a b o u t  the m a i n · 
a u t h o r .  H e r e  a t a l e  o f  
mystery a bout t h e  corn� 
piler is unravelled along 
w i t h  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
review of t h e  book. 

occurrence u late as April lT. To attemp� to 
all171 ran traek In auch a non-functional way 
mu et be the epitome ofperaone.l nucl8alam. 

Back to Herbert, many of the atortes are 
ahallow In lntereat and alender In tact. Re· 

����t �����a �;!·re
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speculation but vory lltUe tacu or delAll ' ' .  In 
other words a Olmsy manuscript hM been well 
padded Into a ellm book. Railway World 'a re. �=f.· 

.
called lt "ecraplng the bot ton or the 

Yet there are famlltar themee to lntereat Ute 
aerloUJ tolklortat - annlvorsary recurrence, 
aacred ground llllcrllege, vehicle lntorterence, 
prophecy, negativity eUect, recording Inter. 
ference, sleeping heroea - Md a wide aelec­
t l o n  of a u p e r n a t u ra l  c l a l m a  t o r  t h e  
paranormal. 

In another· category 1.8 the fabled atrategtc 
at.eam reaerve, an urban bellot We or modem 
legend, beloved of rail bulta. It 1.8 gtve quite 
exteMive coverage, being the longest at four 
pagea of the '8 chapten. It wa.��, Incidentally, 
written by me. 

The forgotten train entombed �low Crystal 
Palace also falla Into modem myth territory -
and I've heard of other unsubatantlated 
examples. · 

Another of Herbert'a correapondenu, who 
Uved In Weal Dereham, recalls a myatery 

C:S���
r 
o�"o::��::.�; rc:: ��a���:. 

Here there may be a rational - &.11 oppsed to 
.upenuttural - &Mwer. Such linea are orten 
used to park the Royal train, moat recently In 
our own area the Prince of Wales up Ute • 
Wensleydale branch and In the lAte Flruea the 
Queen at Plc ton. · 

Also to auggeat a non-paranormal expiMa· 
Uon, Ute man referred to on tho King'• Croaa to 
Edinburgh expre•• who. wa.11 menaced by a 
alnl8ter apectra, almost certalnly had a hyp· 
no

c�:��=����!�r::�l or pure tlcUon, 
rather than any ba.��la In paranorme.l hap· 
penlng. Th11 11 particularly true or a aoldler on 
an expre11 leaving Newe&.��Ue who relate• how 
he waa murdered In a train compartment and 
then dlaappeara ; the aoldler'e unttorm· 
wearing cuckolded wraith which opened the 
regulator to derall a train; and soldier whose 
mother walted forhla eventual return. 

There are even atorlea w1th an element or Ute 
hllarloua, auch u the poltergel8t which dla· 
turbed a Tupperware party I 

All In alJ, an lntereaUng collection, though 
hardly a clMalc. 
e Duld 8c ChariH, £8.95. 

Tale of al 
haunting 
murder 
mystery 

BIZARRE coi ncidences ! 
between two u n so l ved 
murder cases have been 
u nc o v e r e d  by C r o w n  
P ro s e c u t i o n  S e r v i ce 
researcher,;. 

An anon�mous note stnt 
to the Dl�ctor or Publle 
Prosecutions late la.ost year 
urged Investigators to probe 
similarities bet .... een the t11·o 
crimes. 

This 'll'�k the CPS rP<:Ords 
officer reported to the DPP: 

�AIL  eN rv.v • M , J t' / (} '! 

'On Whit  Sunday, Mar ,26, · 
1 8 17, a young woman 11·ho 
ll\'ed In the West Midlands 
travelled to Birmingham. 

'She ehanged her dress at 
a friend's house and 11·ent on i 
to a dance. • · ' 

1 'In the rarly hours of Whit 
Monda)' she was �xually 
assaulted and murde�d near 
the Chester Road !n the 
Pype Haycs area. · 

'A man nll!le-'.1 J uu. u wn 

was arrested and c!lart;td. At 
his trial he ·ns acc;ultt.ed. 

'157 ye:�rs later,. In 1974, 
Whit Sunda�· t.galn fell e>n . 

M11y 26. 
'A )·our..g worr.r.n trnwlled 1 

from her home n�rth or 1 
Blrmlnghl!m. She ch:m;;ed . 
her d�ss at a frlr!ld'r. houst 1 
and went to a del;•:t. . 

'In the early ho•: I'S �he got I orr a .bus In Chi·�:e= Ho;:.d 
near l'�lX' l layts. · 

n:/�h����:��:����e>�� � 
be<:n sex�:-.11)' aSSilllll.('d. · · 

'A man w:�s lat.cr ncqultt(d 
of murdt:ronli her. I lls name 

.�rn:•>n.: __ - -· 
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NEWS LI NES 
I<O.KEO ' S  SOU V E N I R . T h i s  was t he s u mme r  c l a ss i c .  I was t o l d  i t  by a n  

e l de r l y  l a d y  s i t t i nR bes i de me o n  a t ra i n t o  De von , who c l a i med i t  

happe ned t o  a nu rse f rom N o r t ha l l e r ton . .K y  tee nage son was l i st e n i ng i n ,  

a nd c l a i med t o  have heard i t  occurr i ng t o  a g i r l  i n  lla r t l e poo l l  He re ' s 

how t he News of t h e  Vor l d  t he v e r y  next day ( 6 / 8 / 8 9 )  reported t h i s  new 

l egend : 

, • , ··ci<IJ throuch weeks and 
A B RITISH g�rl  w a s  d e l 1ghted w h e n  h e r  hol 1day l o v e r . weeu_ of 

�or:m_e�L- _ 
handed h e r  a mystery p ackage as t h e y  p a rted. B u t  h e r  · ; m:!�tu ""�}0�

a
���Y L';.'o".! I 

plea sure turned to screams of h o rr o r  w h e n  she o p e n e d  -� for •un� whether they 
it on the plane h o m e .  : 

· 
., : �h�� ":,u!�t

t 
�!�{o��= • 

For the gin was· a l ittle wooden coffin inscribed with the throuch •heer hell. · · I .words: "Welcome to tlte death club. Now you've got AIDS." I ���·'":Jd�r .�. w:�� 
The 25-rsear-old £rl Is the latest victim of a sick new cult sweeping dolnc thll inust be •lc:lc"i 

lok�n�: '!,h�
e
����: · But •he wu ecied on , •i�� h�r ldenUcal .,.,..,.,�, ' �han

tc:�� �h:t th�;.�: 

��:: h::e• ����
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u
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a
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lasses lnlo thelr becb and' 'ne the ntchL · prob•bly happened · to t Tile uperta know the 
delibentely trylne 1o In·' · An AIDS c:ounullor more r.rl1. TI>ey � be £lrl1' · ldentiUH but are 
feet them,_:·.;. • . . �--:-;; ���ld�h.;,�

e
i: th! ::.:� :r I� l=ed�r rec:� . c:o�nJ!�traf. I h e  m 

ro��j h�lr�/:tea:;
n
'..: !  ond Incident o r  thls klnd frlend• find oul • · . A .. Wl l llh lr� .. pollc:e , 

with �r sunshine rorneo. we haw hurd abouL T h k · . apoke�man aald. If these 
He told her not 1o open · 

· "A few weeb aco a storm!!: �ft.: th"., 1 :U�� clrl1 can lead pollc:e to 
his surprise pac:Jtace unUI . l!lrt phoned Ul ln a Jest thine poalble 1o do · these appallln1 men then 
•he col home lo Swln· . a istreued lhle ar�� lo another human betnel they •hould ,c;onLac:t us I don, Wllllhlre. dila>verin« what wu In- and w!ll pu� these_ you ne llniChl away. 

DUST THE JOB. In o u r  " Gags and Gadge ts" a rt i c l e ,  Pro! Bru nvand wondered 
if t here are sa te l l i t e d i sh l egends . Pe rhaps ,  bu t e l ect ron i c s  w i zard 
Stan Bacon c l a i ms  t o  wa t c h  SKY TV u s i ng a dust b i n l i d t o  pick u p  t he 
s i g na l s .  He t r i ed o u t  t he i dea a f te r  read i ng an A pr i l  Foo l  j ok e  a bou t 
bi n covers conve r t e d  f or such use . <Su n ,  1 2 / 4 / 89 ) , 

FLASH I N  THE P A N .  We ' ve a l l  h e a r d  the one a bou t t he g u y  
w h o  i g n i tes a n  i n f l a mma bl e s u bs t a nce a nd b l ows h i m  o f f  
t he l oo ,  f o l l owed by a mbu l a nceme n  l � u g h i ng ,  d roppi ng h i m  
a nd addi ng t o  h i s  i nj u r i e s .  We l l ,  wor k ma t e s  sprayed a n  
aerosol a s  T i ro  He n l e y  a b l ou ted h i mse l f ,  t he y  l i t  a c i ga r ­
e t t e  a nd i n  t hge r e su l ta n t  e x p l os i o n  T i m and t w o  pra n k s t ­
e rs were treated f o r  m i nor bu rns . I t  happened a t  the Gat­
eway s t ore in  Daw l i s h ,  De von , wh i c h  I v i s i ted on ho l i da y  

t h i s  y e a r  <Su n ,  D .  Mi r ror , 2 / 2 / 89 > . 
I 

DODO MAN .  Wa i t i ng report e r s  a t  K e n  Dodd ' s  f raud t r i a l  we r e  ba f f l e d  whe n  
a d i s t a n t  voi ce t o l d t he m :  " Wh y  don ' t y o u  f uc k  o f f ?" Dod d ,  w h o  s t a r t ed 
out as a ve nt r i l oqu i s t ,  j u st smi l e d  and h i s  l i ps never moved .  

BUR I ED AL I VE .  A ma n  who was bu r i e d  i n  e r ror was r e l eased a nd when h e  
wa l ked i n to h i s  house h i s  mot he r  a nd s i s t e r  we n t  mad and dropped dead.  
Or so Sau d i  newspape r a l - R i yadh c l a i med ;  The Su n < 1 8 / 8 / 8 9 ) added t he 
report cou l d  not be o f f i c i a l l y  corrobora ted . 

COT DEATHS. I f a i l e d  t o  note me d i a  a t te n t i on to more l og i ca l  -- bu t no 
l ess controve rs i a l  - - not i ons t ha t  pa r e n t s  smother ba bi e s  or cot 
ma t e r i a l s  cause heart f a i l u r e .  Two i te ms  f rom t he f i l es suggest o t h e r  
reasons f or t h i s  i n f a n t  phenome non . Dea t h s  i n  f armi ng commu n i t i es are 
b l amed on shee p dip was t e  i nadvertent l y  was hed i n t o  domest i c  suppl i es 
< B or t be r n  Echo , 2 1 / 3 / 8 9 )  a n d  a i rba se rada r causes s l ee p i n g  bab i es '  
bra i ns to " ove r l oa d  a nd f u se• . I n  t he l a t te r  case , D r  0 '  Lea r y ,  a f e l l ow 
of t he Roya l Col l ege of Su rgeon s ,  sa i d  t h a t  f i ve dea t hs w i t h i n  f o u r  
hou rs wi t h i n a 7 - mi l e  rad i u s  of t he R . A . F . s ta t i on a t  F a r n borough cou l d  
be l i nked , and o t h e r  rad i a t i on sou rces t o  k i l l  ba b i e s  we re u nderg rou nd 
s t reams ,  e l ec t r i c i t y  py l ons , sewe r s ,  a i rpor t s ,  ra i l way s t a t i ons a nd 
e l ec t r i c  s t a t i ons ( Toda y ,  3 0 / 1 / 89 ) . A r e  t here a n y  h i s tor i c a l  t he or i es .  
O r  t h i s  a pu re l y  mode rn phe nomenon.  • • 

SQUEEZED N A UGHTY B I TS .  The old ones a r e  t he bes t  ones a nd J a net Bord 
sent us a new ve r s i on wh i c h  wi l l  be so f a mi l i a r  I wi l l  f orego t he f u l l  
det a i l s .  • I n t h i s  case t he woma n  f i nds her " hu sband" wi t h  c l i ng i ng we t ;h i r t over h i s  face and g i ves a t we a k  to t he f a m i l y  j ewe l s ,  s a y i n g  

t i n k l e ,  t i n k l e , t i me  f o r  t e a " , bu t c e a s e s  her s i l ve r y  l a u g h t e r  whe n s h e  
encou n te r s  her rea l spouse f u l l y -c l ad a n d  l e a n i ng aga i ns t  t he ma n t l e ­
pi ece . Howe v e r ,  ca u t i on a r y  t a l e  scr i be R. W. F .  Poo l e  c l a i ms  to vouch 
for i t s verac i t y  < We e k e nd Te l egraph , 28/ 1 / 89 ) . 

CONGRATULAT I ONS. Then t h e r e  was t he Yest German student wpo t r i ed t o  
dodge Ra t i ona l Ser v i ce b y  ge t t i ng h i s  d i a be t i c  g i r l f r i e nd toprov i de h i s  
u r i ne samp l e .  Doctors congra t u l a t ed h i m  - - t h e  test showed h e  was 
preg na nt <D. Sta r ,  3 / 5 / 89 ) . Don ' t me n t i on t he wa r ,  bu t Y i nston 
Chu rchi l l ' s  pas s i o n  f o r  c i gars a l l eged l y  s t e ms  f rom " t he s i gh t  o f  t he 
Cuban wome n ,  t he i r  s k i r t s  pu l l ed up h i g h ,  rol l i ng t obaco l ea f  0� t h� i ns i deof t he i r  t h i ghs to ma ke c i ga r s" wh i ch caused h i m  to s t u b  out t he c i ga r e t t e  habi t < D .  Star ,  D. K i r ror , 2 1 / 4 /80 ) , 
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101 LADY.  Br i e f l y ,  i n  May t he me d i a  suggested 
- � Thatcher t oo k  ba t h s  w h i c h  zapped her wi t h  

l ow- l eve l e l ec t r i c i t y .  Socket-t o- ' e m Su n ( 1 0/5/80> 
r eaders had a n  aste r i s k  to expl a i n  t h a t  the head l i ne 
T H B  1 01 1  LADY r e f e rred to t h e  i on as an e l e c t r i ca l l y­
charged atomic par t c l e .  t he next day Today l e f t  read­
ers wonde r i ng a s  t o  the verac i t y  a n d  c a r t oon i sts had 
a f i e l d  day. She shou l d  be wa rned a s  <Su n ,  1 8 / 8j 8 0 >  
• acci dent" verdict w a s  recorded on . a  London man who 
a habi t o f  g i v i ng h i mse l f  e l ect r i c  shocks and whose 
body was cove red in t i ny sca rs made by the c l i p� . 

� Another o l d i e  bu t go l d i e  -- " boy scou t s ,  g i r l  gu i des" 

t he mon t h l y  mag Gu i d i ng wa rned heavy d r i nk i ng can shr i nk boobs 

i ncrease the r i sk of breast cance r .  The f o l k l ore o f  sex organs 

s i zed a nd t he Da i l y  Star a l so wa r ned Boy Scou t s  that sus t a i ned 

cou l d  shr i nk t he i r  woggl e s  in comme nt i ng in Gu i d i ng <also Su n ,  

3 1 / 5 / 89 ) , ,  Bu t f o r  brewe r ' s d roop resu sc i ta t i on . . .  Aphrod i s i acs are 

a l ways good for t he Su n a n d  a Be l g i a n  be e r  w i t h  the i ngred i e n t  o f  a 

Japa nese mushroom - Shi i Ta ke - grown i n  the brewe r ' s ga rde n �ad l usty 

Bri t i sh squadd i e s  poppi ng over f rom Germany t o  stand proud l y  to 

a t t e n t i on .  Brewed in Beverdo n k ,  Tommi e s  c a l l ed the place Hverbonk 

< 1 7 / 6 / 89 > .  Sa me  Sun ( 0 / 8 / 80 ) publ i c i ze d  La B i e re Amoreuse , bee r  wh i c h  

reve rses brewe r s '  droop and c o s t s  80p a p i nt i n  France . 

I� iftiiiiim 
(lli!ONCIIO-LAIIYNOI!AL.) 
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18. 
BOOK REVIEWS! 

Anal s is \ 
I 

Lake Monster Tradit ions is certainly one of the mos t handsomely presented 
works on a cryptozoological subject to appear in recent times . For quite a 
while before I actua l l y began reading the book ,  I was more than content simply 
to peruse the immense variety of il lustrations ; to indulge in the luxury of 
finding notes on the same pages as the text to which they are appended 
( i nstead of having to f l ip cons tantly back and forth from the text to the long 
l ists of notes at the back of the book ,  as would be the case in most other 
volumes of this type ) ; to browse through the extens ive and we l l  l a id out 
bibl iography ; and to util ise what ous t surely be the very last word in indexes . 

Moving from the visual to the verbal : this book is equally impress ive as a 
definitive work on comparative , cross-cultural folkloris tics . The vast scope 
and depth of its coverage reveal a mastery of sources . and a master ly 
unders tanding of the many-l ayered , mul ti-faceted form that comprises any myth 
or folkta le , regard less of its source or subjec t .  As a resul t ,  this is not a 
book to be read casua l l y ,  or dipped into randomly ,  but rather a work to be 
absorb�d steadily and methodical l y ,  working patiently from its beginning , 
gradua l ly amass ing facts and concepts that are bui l t  upon and expanded as the 
book progresses . 

As for the material : there is a great deal of original work present , arising 
from the authors ' field studies carried out in relation to monster reports from 
various l akes in Quebec . Equa l ly valuable is the considerable output der ived 
from detailed bibl iographical forays into Continental Europe ' s  centuries of 
documented data on lake monsters - material that for the most part has rarely 
( if ever , in some cases ) been made avai l able before to the Engl ish-speaking 
publ ic .  The same appl ies to many of the North American and (especia l l y )  the 
South American legends and lore included within . I was del ighted to become 
acquainted with informa tion concerning a number of aquatic anomal ies whose 
names were new to me ,  and I congratulate the authors for bringing these and 
others l ike them to the attention of mystery beast investigators . 

At the same time , thanks to the authors ' painstaking researches , one of the 
most valuable aspects of the ir book is its mes�age to such investigators that 
folkloristic data should not be invariably looked upon as a sure and cer tain 
guide to the past and possibly continuing existence of strange beasts not 
official ly recognised by science . Even when a heal thy a l lowance for exaggeration , 
distort ion , and mis interpretation is taken into account when investigating 
legends of such creatures , there is s t i l l  no guarantee with folklore-derived 
infoDnation alone that the beasts which it describes are anything other than 
s�nbols - cultural l y-patterned mot ifs with no basis in corporeal rea l ity . In 
short , Lake Monster Trad itions reminds cryptozoologists of the perennial danger 
of attempting to "d iscover" a mystery creature that is nothing more than a 
symbo l ic representation; and · o f  the undeniable fact that they should never 
underest imate the remarkable creativity of human imagina tion , inordinately 
capable of manufacturing monsters out of thin a ir . 

Nevertheless , there is unequivocal evidence - in the shape of this century ' s  
haul of major zoological d iscoveries , for instance - that � legends of 
"impossible" anima l s  are indeed based upon genuine creatures . The trick , 
therefore , is decid ing which mystery beasts are symbol ic and �ich are real ; 
or , put another way , dist inguishing between folklorised fact and factual fac t i  
And this i s  where Unpartial scientific evidence comes in - for al though it may 
be possible for a knowledgeable folklore researcher to expl a in any given mystery 
beast away as a motif rather than a rea l ity ,  objective scientific evidence 
cannot be dismissed in this manner . A sonar machine ' s  find ings , for exampl e ,  

. .. 
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are not influenced by the cul tural background of the person operat ing it ; a 
d is tinctive pe l t  worn by a nat ive and which does not match that of any species 
known to sc ience is a rea li ty , not a non-physical symbol from that tribe ' s  
sociological history ; a wor ldwide zoogeographical correspondence between the 
local ity of ''monster-inhabiting" temperate lakes and the types of monsters 
reported from them is independent of cul tura l  considerat ions from any one given 
area . 

Of course , we mus t certainly take the point that just because , for instance , 
an over-sized pike has been d iscovered in a certain lake featured in generations 
of local monster lore , this does not necessarily mean that the pike is the 
monster (or even a descendant of i t ) . In cases l ike these , there is a-grea t  
danger of unwittingly "identifying" a non-existent , whol ly folkloris tic symbol with 
a inodern specimen or species whose existence in the same local ity is total ly 
unre lated to the folklore aspect . Even if the modern-day animal form is itse l f  an 
extraordinary , unexpected one , it may s t i l l  be completely unconnected with the 
mythical one . 

However , in cases involving comparable s ightings of lake monsters by 
eyewitnesses of tota l ly separate cul tura l  backgrounds ( e . g .  vis iting western 
tour ists , and local persons ) ,  it is more reasonable to suppose not only that 
some noticeable , inconnu antmal species does indeed exist here , but also that 
this same species did indeed comprise a major component ( if not the entire 
bas is )  of the longs tanding local ' 'monster" myths re l a t ing to the lake concerned . 

Summing up : Lake Monster Trad itions is a first c lass discourse on the subj ec t 
of lake monster folklore and its interpretation . Cryptozoology owes a debt of 
gra titude to its authors for emphas is ing , via an exce l lent treatise , the t ime ly , 
v ital message to a l l  would-be seekers of mystery beas ts not to accept folklore 
evidence for their existence a t  face value , but instead to research its 
background and origins carefu l l y  and thoroughly , in order to ascer tain the 
l ikel ihood that the beasts in question are truly something more than symbo l ic . 
Equa l ly ,  however , the obverse s ide of the cryptozoological coin must also be 
recal led : Never become so imnersed in. the folklorist ics of a given mystery 
beast tl�t due consideration of available , cul tural ly- independent scientific 
evidence is neglected or forgotten. I f  these two, complementary concepts are 
combined and adhered to , there is every chance ( not just in re lation to lake 
monsters but also with regard to the whole spectrum of reported mystery 
anima l s )  that by this century ' s  c l ose , some further , significant zoological 
d iscoveries wil l have been added to the l is t  already bear ing the names of 
creatures such as the okapi , mountain gor i l l a , Komodo dragon , Chinese r iver 
dolphin, and onza - to mention but a few of too animal s  once thought to be 
nothing more than the non-existent · denizens of native myth and folklore , and 
now known to be real entities in their own r igh t . 

The last word in this review must definitely be offered to Robert Rickard -
editor of Lake Monster Traditions , and founder of Fortean Tomes ( the book­
publ ishing descendant of Fortean Times )  - a word of gratefUl thanks from a l l  
researchers of mysterious phenomena . If a l l  future works publ ished by Fortean 
Tomes can match the superl a t ive standards of presentation and layout achieved 
in Lake Monster Traditions , then i t  is evident that those Fortean subj ects too 
spec ialised to attract mainstream publ ishing attention , ye t none theless 
eminently deserving of booklength treatment by competent researchers , have 
f ina l ly found a worthy home . 

- By Dr .  Karl P . N .  Shuker 

BUPHOI I CS :  A POET ' S  D I CT I O!ARY OF SQUIDS 
by JOHI X I CHBLL < Front i e r  Publ i sh i ng ,  t5 . Q5 ) 

Two decades ago I we n t  to i n t e r v i e w  art i s t  A n t hony Ea r nshaw. We supped 
p i nts i n  Wrens pub in Leeds and somehow t he pi ece never got wr i t te n .  He 
d i d ,  howeve r ,  teach me bow to te l l  whe n  brown sugar i s  • a l i ve" f o r  wh i c h  
I ' ve been e t e r n a l l y  grate f u l . IU s c l a i m  to f a me  was a cu l t  book o f  h i s  
o w n  desi gns for l e t t ers -- • A• be i ng a l adder aga i nst a wa l l ,  a n d  so o n .  



20 .  Now J oh n  M i c he l l i n t r od uces us t o  a no t he r  f o r m  o f  ronan t i c  a l phabe t ,  a 
poe t i ca l  one . E u p h e n i c s  i s  a poe t ' s  d i c t i onary of sou nd s .  t here i s  a 
powe r f u l  a l c h e my a bou t correc t l y  u sed sound a nd not onl y t he poe t c a n  
be ne f i t ;  t he i nf l ue nce i n  the f or ma t i on o f  words and l a nguages s t re tches 
t o  ora t ors a nd d ra ma t i s t s ,  ma g i c i a ns a nd pr i e s t s ,  adve r t i se rs a nd 
spor t i ng spec t a t o r s ,  newspape r se l l e r s  a nd rag ' n ' bone me n .  

A l pha be t s  have a mys t i ca l  s i gn i f i ca nce a ndove r t he y e a rs l h a v e  bee n  
i ns t r u c ted o f  t he pa r t icu l a r  i mpor t a nce o f  t he Dru i d s '  t ree a l phabe t ,  
Scand i na v i a n  r u n e s  and l e t t e rs used b y  gypsi es . I n i t i a t i on e ve n  s t a r t s  
w i t h  pr i mord i a l  a l phabe t sou p .  

l a me s  t o o  h a v e  s i gn i f ica nce , mo s t  e n t e r t a i ners c hoos i ng o n e s  o t h e r  
t ha n  t hose t he y  we re chri s t e ne d .  A cer ta i n  Kr Z i mme r ma n  se l ec t e d  Bob 
Dy l a n  a nd we n t  o n  to wr i t e t he nu rsey - r hyme l i ke " God Gave Names To A l l 
t he A n i ma l s" . 

The a u t ho r ,  as a nyone who has read h i s  books knows , has great prose 
s t y l e .  Of t h i s  care i n  se l ec t i ng word s ,  be once t o l d  me be wou l d  s i t f o r  
3 / 4  of a n  h o u r  wa i t i ng t o  f i nd t he correct word ( i f  i t  · doesn ' t  come t o  
me i mmed i a t e l y ,  I l eave a spacewi t h  a squ i gg l y  l i ne be l ow and r e t u r n  t o  
i t  l a te r > . A s  a s t ud e n t  o f  t he C l a s s i cs , Kicbe l l  f o l l ows t he A nc i e n ts i n  
proc l a i mi ng h i s  D i c t i onary non-de f i ni t i v e ,  a nd ne i ther e xc l us i ve ,  
a u t hor i ta t i ve o r  d i dact i c .  H e  h a s  l e f t  space wi t h  each l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  
reader t o  ma k e  a dd i t i ons,  a me nd me n t s  o r  not e s .  A s  I read t hrough I d i d  
t h i s  a n d  n o  dou b t  wi l l  be r e t u rn i ng o f t e n  aga i n  t o  consu l t  M i c he l l ' s  
v i ews and make mo r e  assoc i at i on s .  

A t  r a ndom I wou l d  l i ke t o  share a f e w  i l l u s t ra t i ve comme n t s .  I wou l d  
add t o  t he i i ght ness o f  " L� s u c h  a s  " l a i ssez - f a i re "  a nd " l i ssom" . t he 
" XH" sou nd i n  " cack" a nd where " FA "  come toge t he r  causi ng a f i zz l i ng 
ou t ,  bow a bo u t  " fa r t " ? I n  add i t i on to h i s  bi nary body b i t s  f o r  " B" l e t ' s  
add " Br i s t o l s" , " Brendas" a n d  " ba z ookas" , wh i l e  " bi mbos" have t h e m  a nd 
" bras" hol d  t he m ,  a nd t he s e x  act i s  now qu i te respectabl y r e f e rred t o  
a s  " banki ng" . As f o r  " X" a s  b o x  o f  t r i cks , we ' ve on l y  rece n t l y  l e a rned 
t he " axol o t y l "  is not a st range b u t  ma t u re a mph i bi an b u t  a sa l ama nd e r  
t adpo l e ,  wh i c h  f r o m  a l l  e v i de nce i t  l ooked a nd shows t he s t u pi d i t y  o f  
mo s t  sc i e n t i st s .  . 

T h i s  book l e t  i s  a br i e f  i ns i g h t  i nt o  t he subt l e  re l a t i onshi ps be t we e n  
sou nd and me a ni ng .  Yr i t t e n  w i t h  h u mo u r  a n d  i l l ustrated wi t h  l i g h t ­
h e a r t e d  poe ms a n d  sket ches by Me rr i l y  " Hi gh t ma re s  o f  Dream 
Topp i ng" Harpu r ,  it is sheer s u pe rd u pe rc a l i f ra g i l i st i ce x pe a l adoc i ous 
de l i ght . 

GOT H I C  I KAGB BOOKS BY XA I L  TYO 
<From 7 H igh Stree t ,  G l a s t onbury, Somerse t ,  BA6 QI>G, t5 . 95 )  

A l l - ne w  second �di t i on o f  t h i s  e xc i t i n5 cat a l ogu e .  
I n  t he l at e  Se ve n t i es Cr i s. Pope noe , o f  Yes ! Bookshop, b a d  t h e  i de a  o f  

compi l i ng a g u i de t o  t he burgeon i ng va r i e t y  o f  books re l a t i ng t o  i nn e r  
deve l opme n t . L i ke Pope noe ' s  g u i de ,  G ot h i c  I mage d i v i de s  books i nt o  
sect i ons,  wi t h  n e w  o n e s  i n  t he second ed i t i on ,  wi t h  e a c h  ma j o r  sec t i on 
i nt roduced by a short ove r v i e w  of t he s u bj ec t , f o l l owed by mi n i  book 
re v i e ws .  The orga n i za t i on is sens i bl e  a nd u se f u l  a nd c o n t r i butors a r e  
t hose w h o  h a ve wr i t t e n  wi de l y  i n  t he i r  chose n f i e l d s ,  such as J oh n  
K i che l l ,  Geof f re y  Ashe a n d  J oh n  May .  

Such a gu i de f u l f i l l s a u se f u l  f u nc t i on fort hose who e i t he r  wa n t  t o  
s t a r t  o n  t he i r  own search f or i nt e r e st i ng l i t e rature o r  ma y  have m i ssed 
a book o n  t he i r  pe t  s u bj ect because i t  has not be e n  r e v i e we d  i n  
papers / ma ga z i nes t he y  read o r  h a s  be e n  publ i shed by a s ma l l  o r  o bscure 
publ i sh e r .  

T b i s _ i s  a l i mi te d  e d i t i on a n d  u pdat e s  pr i ce change s ,  o u t  o f  pr i nt 
t i t l es a nd t i t l e s f e a t u red i n  t he f i rs t  cat a l ogue now a va i l ab l e i n  
pape r back . Hours o f  e nj oyme n t  g u a r a nt e ed , 

TRAD I T I ONAL BOARD G A MES OF RORTHERI BUROPB by I I GBL PENH ICK < Va l knu t Produ c t i ons, 1 4 2  Pheasa n t  R i se , Ba r  H i l l ,  Ca mbr i dge ,  
CB3 8SD, t l . 50 ,  i nc p&p >  

• 

't'he n a f t e l d  was d i v i ded i n t o  squa r e s ,  t he p l o ts wer·e so l d  f or cha r i t y  
and t h e  obj e c t  be i ng f or one l uc k y  wi n ner to have h t s  wi n n i ng be t where 
a cow deci ded to l ea v e  a pa t o f  i t s · excre me n t , we k now t ha t  desp i te a l l 
t h e  e l ec t r on i c  a rcade g a me s ,  h u ma n  i ngenu i t y a nd o r i g i na l i ty i s  a l i ve 
a nd we l l .  M3 y be i t  was not a t rad i t i ona l board ga me ,  bu t d i v i na t i on 
us i ng a n i ma l s ,  l i ke Du rham' s Du n Cow, is t i me l e ss . 

B u t  t h i s  boo k l e t  st ic ks s tr i c t l y  to s ma l l e r  board ga mes , a nd so a l so 
my personal favou r i te -- t t p- i t  -- is ru l e d  ou t .  Be f ore I deve l oped 
be tter sense , I pl ayed f ru i t  machi nes and u n ti l I read t h i s  book d i d  not 
u nderstand -- a s  most are no doubt equa l l y  ignora n t  -- t ha t  the bonanza 
combi na t i on T I C  TAC TOR i s  a nomenc l a t u re vari a n t  o f  noughts and 
crosses. 

Pennick ' s  scho l a r l y  i nves t i ga t i on shows bow t h e  s i mp l e  nough ts a nd 
crosses has i ts or i g i ns in t he Bronze Age . An I r i sh board d a t i ng f rom 
t h i s  per i od shows how pre h i s tor i c  peop l e  amused t he mse l ves wi t h  mere l s ,  
pe rhaps be tte r  known as n i ne me n ' s morr i s .  

A l l  of which l eads us t o  Pennick ' s l arger . . . .  

GAXBS OF THB GODS by R I GBL PBRI ICK 
<Ce n t u ry Hutchi nson,  t7 . 05 >  

Ou r enj oy me n t  of wi t h  board games muct come f rom t he st i rr i ngs of 
anc i e n t  and eternal fasc i nat i ons; a response .to ways of l i fe once more 
fami l i a r .  Vba t  pas s i ons a s i mpl e game o f  dominoes can a r i s e ;  t he 
psycholog i ca l war fare of chess ; the tears as anot her draught is crowned . 

The si mpl i c i t y  of a l one c h i l d  pl a y i ng hopscotch compared wi t h  the 
gr id as a powe r f u l sy111bol of the structure of. t he wor l d ,  and of d i v i ne or 
human domi n i on over i t .  From monarch in h i s / her pa l ace , t he cap i ta l  
c i t y ,  t h e  h o l y  t e mp l e  a s  ompha l os a n d  l a yout of t h e  cou ntryside , t h i s  
was how na t i ons wer e  ordered a nd i t  was expressed i n  t he gr i d .  

Des i gns o f  t radi t i on a l  gameboards preserve their sacred or i g i ns and 
are l i nked i ne x t r i ca b l y  wi t h  d i v i na t i o n .  As Penn ick states: • From ear l y  
t i me s ,  i t  has be e n  be l i e ved that a fami l i a r i t y  wi t h  these pa tterns has a 
much wider appl ica t i on i n  the wor l d  o f f  the board• . Ba s i ca l l y ,  me n t a l  
trai n i ng i s  i nvol ved a nd no dou bt we bene f i t  b y  becomi ng more 
i nsigh t f u l .  

Penn i c k  expl a i ns d i v i na t i on ' s p l ace wi t h  regard t o  establ i shed . 
re l i g i ons <too u ncerta i n  a nd random to be anyt h i ng bu t subsidi ary> and 
sc i e nce <so exc l u s i ve it can see it as not i ng more than a be l i e f  syste m  
t o  b e  stud i ed b y  soc i a l  ant hropology > .  

lone of t h i s  has stopped mank i nd ' s spi r i t  d i scover i ng as many we i rd 
and wonder f u l  systems as h u ma n l y  poss i b l e .  There ' s  d i v i na t i o n  by bread 
dough shape and th� potent i a l l y  l et ha l  p l u mbomancy, the pour i ng of 1 
mol ten l ead i nto wa t e r !  I noted two new ones to me anyway i n  our popu l a r  
tabloids rece nt l y :  omphal omancy , t he study o f  be l l y-but tons < D .  Star ,  
3 0 / 3 / 89 ) a nd t h e  study o f  ears a nd t h e i r  l i nk wi t h  heart cond i t i on 
< Toda y ,  2 / 5 / 89 ) . 

Back wi t h  Pe n n i c k ,  he d i susses the r o l e  of augurs a nd haruspi ces , 
whose ro l e  i t  was to i nterpre t e t  d i v i nat i on and eve nts.  Ye certa i n l y _ had 

our f a i r  share of moder n  a mateur ones when the sou t h  t ransept of York 
Ki nster was engu l f ed in f l a me s ;  i n terpreta t i ons runn i ng f rom rare 
l i gh t n i ng to UFOs or God ' s  wra t h  at Dav i d  J enkins.  

Ear t h  myst e r i e s  sc holars wi l l  be fami l i ar wi t h  the not i on o f  orac l e s ,  
speci f i c  p l aces assoc i ated wi t h  proph e t i c  reve l a t i on s .  Readi ng t h i s  book 
a f t e r  hav i ng j ust v i s i ted Knaresborough,  I 8USt remark t ha t  I f e l t  I was 
go i ng to pass out i n  the cave where soothsayer O l d  Xot her Shi pton was 
born -- a true p l ace of extraordi nary powe r ,  as is t he whol e  of t he 
townsh i p.. Con t i nu i ng on the · subj ect of l and , I d i d  not know t ha t  the 
words " a l l ot me nt• a nd • l ot• of l and came f rom the o l d  mean i ng of a pi ece 
of l a nd whose ownersh i p  or l easehol d  was se l ected by drawi ng .l ots. 

Dice so used in such t ra nsac t i ons a nd games were of pagan or i g i n  and 
Chr i s t i a n i za t i on d u bbed t h e m  t h e  Devi l ' s  i nve nt i on and were cr i t i c i zed 
by t he new priest hood < I  had a Roman Ca t hol ic aunt who wou l d n ' t play 
cards wi t h  otbe rsof the f a mi l y  on a Sunday > .  

Penn ick cont i nues wi t h  dv i na t i on by a rrows ,  staves, r od s ,  wands, 
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yarrowsta l k  a nd t h e  I Ch i ng ,  f a ng s hu i ,  knots i n  coros , nouses 0 1  
astro l og y ,  t a l i sma n s ;  f r om arch i t ect u ra l  o r n a me n t  to s n a k e s  a nd l a dde rs 
t o  Led Zeppe l i n ' s " St a i rwa y to llea'len" . Sacred a l phabe t s  such as t he 
Ba th Lu i s  N i on one a nd runes to Cosm i c  A x i s .  

Y i t h  m u c h  backgrou nd i n f or ma t i on cove red , Pe n n i c k  t he n  moves t o  t he 
ga me s  t he mse l ve s ,  v i a  cou r t s a nd f a i rs .  Some may st i l l  poo h - pooh as 
s u pe rst i t i on such be l i e f s ;  t he y  shou l d  cons i de r  in pa r t i c u l a r  t he 
sect i on where i ns t a nces of h u ma n  r esponses to anoma l ou s  geo l og i c a l  
phenomena a r e  g i ve n  wh i c h  c l ose l y  pa ra l l e l  t he orac l es o f  o l d .  I t  i s  
a l so good t o  see a t oo rare d i sc u ss i on o f  M hu mmadruzM energy,  d i scounted 
by sc i e nce bu t able t o  a l most l i te ra l l y  dr i ve peop l e  mad . ·.::' · ' ' . . 1 Chess , too,  ra i ses t e mpe rs -- Ma r x  and Le n i n ,  f o r  e x a mp l e  -- a nd ColinWilson Penn i c k '  s d i sc u s i on of t he game ' s  psyc hol ogy is e n l i g h t e n i ng.  -;;:;--e.G .--.-.-. 

I n  t h a t  great cas i no i n  t he s k y , J a me s  Xarsba l l  Hendr i x  w i l l  be . '- JUNG / .  
l oo k i ng down wh i l e p l a y i ng wi t h  Lau g h i ng Sam' s d i c e .  �oqllti.Jndcr�WCid 

!{(· �-'� "' tl�� . �./; : 
C . G .  J U NG : LORD OF THE U N I V ERSE by COL I H  Y I LSON 

(Aqu a rla n ,  Z5. 09) 

. ::w , ,����.���;�' 
,} l��; 

Vi l son on J u ng i s  as one wou l d  e x pect a ra t t l i ng good read . J u ng ' s 
se mi n a l  i deas a r e  wove n i nt o  a f a sc i na t i ng bi ograph i ca l  narrat i ve .  Too 
f requ e n t l y  J u ng ' s  h i gh l y- or i g i na l  conce pts are used out of context , 
s i mp l i f i edor are u sed as down r i gh t  a t t e mpts to s t re n t h e n  spu r i ous 
personal nonse nse . Y i l son prese n t s  t he f acts f l u e n t l y  in a cohe s i ve 
summat i on of J u ng and h i s  be l i e f s . 

T here are odd i t i es where W i l so n ' s wi de read i ng i s  u sed to e n t e r  such 
a bsurd i t i es such as how if  J u ng cou l d  have read a certa i n  obsc u re book 
known to Y i l so n ,  J u ng wou l� have reached conc l u s i ons q u i c ke r ;  o r  i n  
d i scussi ng r i va l ry w i t h  Freud M t h e  r e a l  d i f f e re nce . . .  i s  t ha t  h i s  own 
mot he r  was fat and u g l y ,  so t he r e  was no temptat i on t o  dream of sed uc i ng 
he r ,  and t ha t  h i s  f a t he r  was pa t he t i c and u nsuccess f u l , so t h e re was no 
tempt a t i on to f a n t as i se a bo u t  k i l l i ng h i m" .  At l east i t ' s d i f f e re n t  t o  
c l a i mi ng de l i be ra t e  psyc h i c  a t t a c ks by J ung o n  Freu d .  

Y e  have J u ng t o  t ha n k  i n  pa r t i c u l a r  f or t he t heory o f  arche yt y pe s  < a  
word s o  o f t e n  mi suse d ,  e v e n  i n  J u ng i a n  contexts > , co l l ect i ve 
u nconc i oussness , synchron i c i t y ,  i nd i v i du a t i on ,  and so o n .  

J u n g ' s psycho l ogy i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  compr e hend -- n o t  l e ast beca u se h e  
w a s  not a l ways good a t  e xpress i ng h i mse l f  c l ea r l y  - - bu t Y i l son g e t s  to 
t he n i t t y-gr i t t y .  Popu l a r i zerso f e t e n  ge t short shri f t ,  bu t I ca n  t h i nk 
of no be t t e r  i nt roduc t i on to a man who was sci e nt i st ,  r o man t i c i st a nd 
myst i c . 

Kay you stay forev e r  J u ng l  

RUSHD I E ' S I RSULT by J OHI X I CHELL 
< Rad i ca l  Trad i t i ona l i st Pape rs 17,  B l asphe my 12, pr i va t e ly pu b l i shed by 
t he a u t hor, o f  1 1  Paw l s  Garde ns, London V l l l J G .  Pr ice u nknown > .  

On t he s u r f ace , t h i s  s l i m  ,wor k  l ooks l i ke r e f l e x  cont e n t i ousness , 
e ngag i ng t he l i be r a l  cote r i e  who have d e f e nded Sa l ma n  Rushd i e ' s 
c a l c u l a t ed o f f e nce to Mu s l i ms  i n  h i s  " The Sat a n i c  Ve rses• . You know t he 
st y l e of argumen t ,  t u t ,  t u t ,  Xu s l i m  g i r l s '  a r ra nged ma r r i age s !  Of cou rse 
P r i nce Char l es cou l d  have wed a binman ' s daughter . ·  You get t he p i ct u re ?  
X i c he l l  puts h i s  own v i ew ,  but I wou l d  favour u n i cu l t u ra l i sm. As f o r  
Rushd i e ,  l e t ' s f ace i t ,  as a n  adve t i s i ng copy wr i te c u m  nove l i st ,  be has 
no e xcu ses f or not knowi ng what he was l e t t i ng h i mse l f  i n  for <see a l so 
F . F .  8, P .. 23 > .  P i t y  J i m  A l l e n  wasn ' t a r o u nd to do t h i s  r e v i ew.  

MYSTERY CATS OF THH WORLD by KARL P. R. SHUKER < Ro��t_ J!a_! � ,-� !�� > 

As Dr Sbu ke r  states i n  h i s  conc l udory sect i on , M mystery c a t s  are 
sta r t i ng t o  rece i ve se r i ou s  a t t e n t i on f rom sc i e nt i st s  t hr ou ghou t t he 
wor l d" . And we l l  t he y  s hou l d .  

A s  a w i t ness t o  a b l ac k  pa n t be_r 
_

i
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llort b u mbe r l a nd � . I a m  d i s t u r bed t ha t  
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t h i s  subj ect rece i ves so l i t t l e  o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i on .  T h a t  i s ,  e i t he r  oy 

t he sc i e n t i f i c commu n i t y  or l a w  e n f orce ment o f f i ce r s .  W i l l  i t  requ i re a n  

i n noce nt pe rso n ' s ma u l i ng to ma ke i t  a maj or i ssue? 

Howeve r ,  f o r  mos t peop l e  t he c l osest t hey cone t o  mys t e r y  f e l i ds i s  

t hrough accou nts i n  newspa pe rs; ge nu i ne enou g h , bu t o f t e n  conta i n i ng 

contrad ict i ons, errors,  a nnoy i ng pauci t y ,  or l i ke t he p u b  l an d l ady 

ident i f y i ng her s i g ht i ng as de f i n i te l y  a l ynx <as i f  she was a rampa n t  

fe l ido l og i s t > ,  ou r i n terest i s  whe t ted bu t we ' re l e f t  c o n f used as b o w  t o  

respond . 
To our rescue comes cry p t ozoo l og i st Dr Kar l  Shuke r .  Here be has 

produced what amou nts to a n  M Obse r ve r ' s G u i de t o  Fabu l ou s  Fe l i ds" i n  

e n l arged f orm, wi th only col oured i l l u s t ra t i ons miss i ng .  I t  i s  not 

res nted as a n  academic tome , bu t seeks t o  be popu l ar wi thou t l os i ng 
gcbolar l y  i ntegr i t y ,  i . e . i n for ma l  and conc i se bu t not s u pe r f i c i a l  . 
W i t h i n  a s i ng l e  v o l u me  can be f ou nd a l l  t he pr i nc i pa l  myst e r y  cat f or ms .  

We l earn t h e  phenomenon i s  wor l dwide , there i s  grea t d i vers i t y  of t y pe s ,  
there a r e  resumes of each ' s  bas i c  hi story < based o n  se r i ous r a t he r  t ha n  
anecdota l evidence > ,  a n a l y s i s  of probabl y zoo l ogical ident i t y  i nvol ved ,  

and b y  compi l i ng a compre he nsi ve l i s t of al l sources u sed , readers can 

pursue themse l ves any aspect f u r t he r .  
H e  i ntroduces t he e v i de nce wi t h  a t horough d i scussion of c a t  gene t ics ;  

t h i s  be i ng of cons i derable i mportance re l a t i ve to mystery cat 

ident i f icat i on .  be fol l ows wi t h  Br i t i sh sight i ngs , i nc l u d i ng a pre­

Si x t i es resu me ,  though se l ect i v i t y may d i sappo i n t regi ona l chau v i n i sts 

l i ke myse l f ,  where t he emphas i s  i s  v e r y  much on t he ce l br i t y  areas 

<Exmoor , Su rre y ,  Not t s . ) .  
There ' s  a l so the prob l e ms ,  such as ho� a n  I nverness f armer captu red 

what he t hought was a predator but turned ou t to be a l most tame < though 

i ts faecaes suggested feral i t y >  pu ma .  A l so by a nd l a rge one must agree 

wi th the aut hor that a l i e n  cats choose to avoid mank i nd a t  a l l  cos t s ,  

b u t  what of the T h i n f ord , Co . Du rham, case where one terr i f i ed a 

stat
.
i onary l orry d r i ve by j u mpi ng on to h i s  veh i c l e  bonnet sna r l i ng? 

The a u t hor i s  not a f r a i d  to make boi d  specu l a t i ons , such as t o  ponder 
t he morpho l og i ca l  feature o f  pronou nced graci l i ty in the two new cat 
f orms -- onza and Ke l l as cat -- represented by spec i me ns f orma l l y  
d i scovered s i nce 1983 . H e  poses t� pss i bi l i ty that a f u nda mental 
gene t i c  mechan i s m  cou l d  be at wor k .  I s  t h i s  capable of produc i ng grac i l e  
mu tants i n  f e l ids,  regardless of spec i es? 

However, thebook has one facet -- o r  rather l ack of it -- whi ch wi l l  
l ead t o  host i l i ty i n  some quarters . Shu ker ,  i n  h i s  f oreword , l arge l y  
d i smi sses t he c l a i ms  for var i ous e l ements o f  pa ranormal act i v i t y  
assoc i ated w i t h  myst�ry c a t  s i ght i ngs . Jatuara l l y  he i s  aware o f  the�e , 

and one suspects that wi t h  crytozool ogy st i l l  not regarded as who l l y  
sc ient i f i c b y  certa i n  f ac t i ons. of t he Establ ishment , i t  i s  best to draw 
a d i scre te curta i n  over shadowy poss i bi l i t ies . I wou l d  have l i ked to 
have seen a reasoned chapter attempt i ng to place the occu l t  t heor i e s  
agai nst t he crytozoo l og i c a l  ones.  X y  own b l a c k  pa nther s i ght i ng i s  one 
wou l d  riot l i ke t o  say for de f i n i te was of a corporeal a n i ma l  but maybe a 
guard i an beast of some terr i torial  twi l i ght zone . A l so t here is no 
cons i dera t i on o f  Rupert Sbe l drake ' s  • morpho l og i ca l  resonance• mecha n i sm 
specua l t i on .  Certa i n l y  Shu ker pu t s  h i s  cats i n  a down to earth rea l i t y  
where t hey a r e  as sol i d  a s  a t i n  o f  Yhi skas . He ' l l  not b e  too worr i e d  by 
a ny cat-ca l l s  f rom the occu l t  l obby . He can a l ways -rep l y  • mi aow- i n  
sc i e nt i f i c tones. 

The la nguage of d rea ms ,  if a pprec i ated, can l ead to a f u l l e r  
comprehensi on o f  consc i ou s  e x i stence . Rerys Dee provides a comp l ete and 
pract i cal gu i de in The Drea me r ' s Vorkbook , which can be u sed t o  exp l ore , 
u nderstand and i n f l uence t he dreami ng expe r i e nce . I t  i ncl u des 
i n forma t i on on t he top ten most common dreams; precogni t i on and dea t h ; 
si gns , symbo l s  a nd a rchetypes; the la nguage a nd source of dreams; l uc i d  
dreams a n d  n i ghmares ; adv i ce on kee p i ng a dream d i a r y .  There i s  a l so a n  
A-Z of drea m meani ngs . < Aquarian Press, t7 . 99 ) . Another book wh i c h  
shows bow t o  remeber a nd record d r e a ms  i s  Worki ng Vi t h  Dre a ms ,  by 
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Montague U l l ma n and Han Z i mme r ma n ,  and a l so use t hem to so l ve probl ems ,  
how t o  recog n i se crea t i ve ,  t e l epa t h i c  and wa rni ng dreams ,  and how we 
need t hem to he l p  us cope wi th t he compl exi t i es of l i v i ng i n  an e ve r-
chang i ng wor l d .  <Cruc i bl e ,  L6 . 99 ) .  Another approach i s  that of Robi n 
Shohe t ,  i n  Dream Shari ng ,  where he cl a i ms  shari ng dreams promotes 
persona l growth - - t hough most wou l d  agree t hat ot her peopl e ' s dreams 
are the most bor i ng act of commu n i ca t i on i mag i nable <Cru c i b l e ,  L4 . 99 ) .  
Sky Dancer is an evoca t i on of Ti betan Ta ntric teach i ngs trans l a ted i nto 
Engl ish by Ke i t h Dowma n .  I t  i s  an accou nt of the l i fe of The Lady Yeshe 

i Tsogye l ,  recogni sed as an e n l i g htened be i ng ,  a femal e '  Buddha , and t h i s  
· i s her spi r i tual  biography . The wi sdom of t he years from her bi rth i n  

757 A D  i s  st i l l  re l eva n t  t oda y .  <Ar kana , L8 . 99 ) . A s  for now, Yi ccan 
high pr ie stess V i v i a nne Crowl ey < r i ght ) presents a quest for 
se l f  in Wi cca, whose secondary t i t l e ,  The O l d  
Re l i g i on i n  the N e w  Age shows t he re l evance i n  
# today ' s  wor l d  of anc i e nt wi sdom. Among t he i s­
sues she expl ores are : wi tc hcra f t  as a non-dog­
ma t i c  Ne w Age re l i g i on ;  t he misu nderstood con­
cept of black and wh i te mag i c ;  why wi tches have 
i n i t i a t i ons ; mea n i ng of mag i c ;  the God and God� 
dess wi thi n u s ;  sex and nu d i t y ;  maki ng sense of 
t he l i fe-cyc l e ;  f u t u r e  of wi t hcra f t .  < Aquar ian 
Press t6 . 9Q ) ,  On the Deat h of a Son ,  by J asper 
i s  a touch i ng and i nspi ring book recordi ng t he author ' s reac t i ons to the 
dea th of h i s  el dest son i n  a car acc i dent . After f i rst ma k i ng contact 
wi t h  his son through a med i u m, he gradua l l y establ i shes an ext raord i nary 
re l a t i onshi p transce nd i ng death and a mi ne of i nformat i on about the 
spi r i tu a l  worlds i s  commu n i cated to h i m. It shou l d  br i ng comf ort to t he 
bereaved and provoke t hought among those seeking an u nderstandi ng of the 
human spi r i t  < Aquar i a n  Press,  t4 . 09 ) . The semi na l work of Hmanu e l  
Swedenbors i s  made access i bl e  to the modern reader i n  t he Hssenta i a l  
Read i ngs se l ect i on by Xichae l Sta n l e y .  i t  i s  a boo of vi si onary i ns i ghts 
and theology, al ong w i t h  more wor l d l y  matters ant i c i pat i ng moder n  
discoveries <Cruc i b l e ,  t7 . 09 > . Yh i l e  more of anc ient a n d  modern 
toge ther i s  provi ded by Terry Cl i f f ord in The Di amond Hea l i ng ,  a n  
account of T i betan Budd h i st medi c i ne a n d  psychol ogy <Cruc i b l e ,  t6 . 99 > . 

Some pages were blank i n  my copy , ' so c heck. Symbo l s  f or Wome n ,  by 
She i l a  Farrant , shows t hat astrol ogy can l ead women ou t of a pat r i a rchal 
bias as she chal l enges and rede f i nes e stabl i shed i nterpre t a t i ons of our 
most popu lar symbo l s .  One for t he femi n i sts < Unwi n Hyman , t6 . 09 ) . A 
combi na t i on of ast rology t he f u ndamenta l s  of depth-psycholgy are 
deta i l ed in Dynami cs of The Unconsc i ou s , , by Liz Greene and lloward , 
Saspor tas, to revea� one ' s  true potent i a l ;  i nc l u d i ng horoscope 
al chemical symbol ism <Arkana , 

.
t7 . 0 9 ) . 

· 

There are a mu l t i tude - of - -��ns of d i v i nation and i f  one shou l d  wi sh to 
pursue t h i s  pat h  the The Fort une Te l l er ' s Workbook d i scusses 18 me t hods . 
Some take years to perfect wh i l e othe rs can a l l ow prof i c i ency wi t h  l ess 
arduous t ra i n i ng .  Th i s  book covers many of t he best known me t hods of 
prophecy such as pa l mi stry , domi noes,  cards,  tea l eaf read i n g ,  crystal 
ba l l ,  tarot , Chi nese astrol ogy, I Chi ng , numerol ogy and dreams 
< Aquar i a n ,  t7 . 0Q ) , Wh i c h  br i ngs u s  to The Variety of pream Exper i e nce i n  
wh i ch 1 4  experts i n  group dream work showhow ou r dreams can provide a 
natural pathway towards emot i ona l hea l i ng and se l f� f u l f i l me n t .  Extendi ng 
t he u se ofdream work to t he who l e  commu n i ty -- home , church, school and 
pol i t i ca l  arena , it i s  edi ted by Dream Laboratory fou nder Kontague 
U l l man and C l a i re L i mmer <Cruc i bl e ,  t6 . 00 > .  Hidden powers in mi nera l s  i s  
t he subj ect o f  The Masic of Precious Stones ,  by Xe l l i e Uylde r t , wh i c h  
have been u sed to medi tate u pon,  t o  i ncrease psych i c  percept i o n ,  to 
i nspi re l ove and act as hea l i ng agent s .  The book revea l s  the secret 
prope r t i e s  of gems, t races t he u se of prec i ou s  stones in re l i g i o n ,  
mag i c ,  heal i ng a n d  astro l ogy <Aquar i a n .  t4 . 00 > . 

As for astrol ogy t here i s  a constant f l ow of books on t he s u bj ect . No 
author i t y  on the subj ec t ,  I can on l y  l i st severa l new vo l u me s  t he reader 
might f i nd of i nterest . The Art of Astro l ogy ,  b y  She i l a  Geddes , i s  a 

• 

t e x t book of prac t i ca l  tec hniques < Aquari a n ,  t6 . 99 ) ; in The Book of Yor l d  
Horoscopes, Ni cholas Campi on prese nts a n  annotated col l ec t i on of mu ndane 
astro l og i ca l  charts for pred i c t i ng the l i ke l y  f u ture of not a n  
i ndi vidual bu t a group ent i t y such as a na t i on o r  any othe r  col l ec t i ve 
i mpersonal body; Dar k  S t a r s ,  b y  Be rnard Fi t z wa l te r  a n d  Raymond Henr y ,  
l ooks a t  mo r e  obscure planetary e nt i t i e s  and t h e i r  e f f ects on ma n k i nd ' s  
for t u nes < Aquar i a n ,  t7 . 09 ) ; Ec l ipses ,  b y  Derek Appl e by a nd Ma u r i ce 
mcCa n n ,  e xpl a i ns the ast ronomi cal background of t he phenomenon, 
i mporta nce in recen t  hi s t ory and na t u ral d i sasters and, of cou rse , t he 
e f fect t hey have on i nd i v i dual horoscopes <Aqu a r i a n ,  t8 . 99 ) . 

Many regard t he I Chi ns a more subt l e ,  ma t ure and more accurate me t hod 
of d i v i nat i on a nd repr i nted is the l<ic.barct -Wi.l he l m  t ransl a t i on w i t h  
foreword b y  C . G .  J u ng < Arkana , L7 . 99 > , wh i l e Yi l he l m' s edi t i on of Lao 
Tzu ' s  Tao Te Ch i ng i s  a l so ava i lable aga i n  <Arkana , t4 . 99 ) . S i mi l a r l y  
T . C .  Let hbri dge ' s  T h e  Power o f t he Pend u l u m  dea l s  wi t h  ma n ' s h i gher 
powers and abi l i t i es in a h i g h l y- or i gi na l  way <Arkana , L4 . 99 ) . 

E . A . Ya l l i s Budge repr i nts cont i nue to f u e l  t he i nt erest i n  Egypt o l gy 
and anc i ent soc i e t i es w i t h  t he chu nky The Book of t he Dead < Arkana , 
t8 . 99 ) a nd Egypt i a n  Magi c < Arkana , L4 . 95 ) . 

Stay i ng wi t h  the past , The Re i ncarna t i on Workbook is a gu i de by J . H . 
Brennan on how past l i ves can a f fect t he present and prov i de s  step- by­
step l e ssons to e nabl e readers probe t he i r  own past l i ves < Aq ua r i a n ,  
t6 . 99 ) . T i be t ,  l i ke Egypt , hol ds great fasc i nat i on so t he re wi l l  wi l l  be 
wi l l i ng buyers for The Superhu ma n  L i fe of Gesar of L i ng ,  a t a l e  of a n  
i dea l warr i or ' s adventures,  by A l e xandra David- ie e l  a n d  Lama Yongden 
<Shambha l a / E l ement Books , t l l . 95 > ; and Peter Ke l de r ' s  T i betan Secrets of 
You t h  and V i ta l i ty ,  where secre t r i te s  o f  power to restore , or ma i nt a i n ,  
t he g l ow o f  you t h  a re of fered t o  t he genera l publ i c  i n  a popu l ar f ormat 
< Aquar i an ,  t3 . 99 > . A l so on t he s u bj ec t  of hea l t h  t he re ' s  Ta ke Change o f  
You r L i f e  b y  Lou i s  Proto on rel axat i on ,  d i e t  a n d  exerc i se <Thorsons , 
t3 . 99 > ; How to be Hea l t hy, Wea l t hy and W i se , byX . H .  Test e r ,  prov i d i ng a 
des i gn for l i v i ng whi ch promi ses a v i bran t  and hea l t hy l i fe and Xa u rice 
Barbane l l ' s  Where There ' s  a Wi l l ,  where pos i t i ve t h i nk i ng conquers every 
probl e m  ( both Aquar i a n ,  t3 . 5 0 ) . 

Who are Xi chae l , t he Space Brot hers,  Se t h  <sorry i t ' s  not h i m  out of 
Emmerda l e  Farm> a nd so on a nd who' cares -- Channe l i ng by barmy J o n  K l i mo 
wi l l  t e l l you < Aquar i a n ,  t7 . 09 > . 

On a hi gher l eve l i s  D i on For t u ne ,  whose works are ' worthy o f  
repri nt i ng a n d  a n d  a new audi e nce . F i ve are n o w  ava i l a b l e  f rom Aquarian 

Sane Occu l t i sw.  Through The Gates o f  Dea t h ,  The Cosmic 1Doctrine , twL 
Esot eric Phi l osophy of Love and Mar r i age <a l l  t5 . 99 >  a nd Glastonbu rt 
<t4 . 99 > . I srae l Rega rd i e ,  too, i s  an a u t hor to be reckoned wit h  a nd 
Founda t i ons of Prac t i ca l  Xagi c i s  another c l assic on Quaba l i s t i c ,  
magical a nd medi tat i ve techn i ques < Aquar i a n ,  t4 . 09 >  whi c h  comes 
recomme nded by Col i n  W i l son , who provi des a n  i nt roduct i on t o  After Death �. by Cesare Lombroso, wh i c h  t races a scept i c ' s  gradua l  conversion 
to spi r i t ua l i sm. Anot her maj or f i gu re is the study by Richa rd Seddon ,  
Rudo l f  Stei ner ,  whi c h  p l o t s  h i s  phi l osophy of ma n ' s strugg l e  to a t t a i n  
fu l l  spi ri t ua l  stat u re <Cruc i b l e ,  t7 . 99 ) . Geof frey Ashe i s  a maj or 
wr i t er and he i mpresses wi t h  The V i rgi n ,  a study of Xar i ani sm, f i rs t  
publ i shed i n  1976 < Ar kana , t5 . 05 ) , 

Chal l e ng i ng i s  t he col l ec t i on assembl ed i n  Phot ograhy i n  the Spirit � whose a u t hor Cyr i l Permu t t  regards h i s  work as genu i ne evidence 
of i mages of t he after l i fe a nd after prese nt i ng a fasc i nat i ng ser i e s  of 
pictures l eaves the reade r t o  deci de its val i d i t y .  

S o  s l i m  as to be usel ess, T h e  Aquarian G u i de to Bri t i sh and I ri sh 
Myt ho l ogy  i � b y  t he factua l l y  u nt rustworthy < o n  ear l i e r  e v i de nc e )  J ohn 
and Cai t l i n  Ka t t he ws < Aquari a n ,  t5 . 0 9 ) . 

�� 
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M A G A Z I N· E S 
NORTHERN EARTH MYSTER I ES .  J ou r na l of t he Northern Ea rth Mysteries Grou p .  
Si n l e  copies £ 1 . 1 5 ;  3 i ssues L2 . Q5 .  F r o m  1 03 Derbyshi re Lane , Norton 
Lees, She f f i e l d ,  S8 9EN . � ·  Comprehens ive report on Northern Moot 
pl us wr i te-up on fol l owi ng day ' s f i e l d  t r i p .  Art i c l es on Lot h i a n  s i tes , 
wi tchcraf t  and famous hermi t ;  stand i ng Yorkshire maypoles and 
cel ebrat ions; West Wi tton Burni ng of Ba rt l e  1 Q88 ceremony . No . 39 . 
Art i c l es on anc i ent stone s ; earthworks and chu rches or hal l s_; ____ _ 
astronomi cal a l ignments at a site near She f f i e l d ;  book re views and 
mee t i ng reports.  

TOUCHSTONE . News l etter of Surrey Earthy Myster i es Grou p .  Q. £2 for 4 
i ssues. Payable f rom J .  Goddard , 25 A l bert Road , Addlestone , Weybri dge , 
Surre y ,  KT4 2 BY .  �· Xore a l l otechnol ogy f rom Phi l i p  Hese l ton . �· 
22 . Nosta l g i c  j ou rney to Chiddi ngstone and Surrey tree c l u mps , pl u s  Hurt 
Wood Track repr i nt . Each i ssue a l so has notes, book reviews a nd l etters . 

TERRESTR I AL ZOD I ACS J OURNAL . t3 for 3 i ssues, cheaques payable top P .  
Heselton, 176 V i ctor i a  Avenue , Hu l l ,  HU5 3DY . We l come new A5 mag devoted 
to l a ndscape f i gures.  No . 1 .  Ed i t or Hese l ton on a morpho l og i ca l  
approach t o  zodi acs ; fa�l e repr i nt of a two-day i t i ne rary arou nd 
Glastonbu r y ' s Temple of the Stars by d i scoverer Katheri ne Ma l twood ; l ate 
Tony Vedd on G l astonbury Zodiac;  prov i s i onal l i st pl u s  map of 39 U . K .  
zod i acs.  

PENDRAGON . J ou rnal of t he Pendragon 
Soc i e t y .  4 i ssues i nc soc i e t y  me m­
bershi p  £4 . 50 ;  $ 1 0 .  E dd i e  Tooke , 
Chi nook , Paxhi l l  Lane , Twyn i ng ,  
G l os . , GL20 6DU . Vol  X I X ,  No . 1 .  
Faces of Korgan l e  Fay edi t i o n .  A 
favou r i t e  possessi on of mi ne is a ,  
Peter Bl ake poster f rom t he Sixties 
of Ka r i anne Fai t hf u l !  i n  the gu i se 
of Xorgan le Faythf u l l .  Bu t who was 
Xorgan -- many i nterest i ng pi eces J� 
wi t h  Tooke rea l l y  spaced ou t .  P l us 
Tur i n  Shroud and ot�er mi racu l ou s  
portra i ts .  Vi th Vol . ·  X I X ,  No . 2 ,  i t  
l ooked Sleepi ng Hero t i me .  T h i s  was a 
photocopied e f fort wi th apo l ogies.  
Art i c l e s  on J oseph o f  Ari mathea , Brent 
Knol l ,  Sci l l i e s  and Pau l  Screeton on 
peopl e who beat dest i ny ' s rap in • Re s­
u rrect ion Shu f f l e  . . . < From K i ng Arthur 
to Rock ' n ' Rol l  ol ympus ) • , R . I . P . was 
premature and zany Tooke has taken over 
the rei ns wi th Vol . X I X, No . 3, with 
Stonehenge the me . ·  Art i c l e s  on sol st i ce 
battles,  Armenian c i rc l es a nd b l eedi ng 
yews ; l i nk wi t h  N. Afr i ca ; f u nct i ons of 
the monu ment ; p l u s  He l ston Furry Dance ; 
and noti ceboard. 

DATA PROTECT I ON ACT 1Q84 . Your name ,  address and <where known > you r 
telephone number are now stored i n  a retrieval system f or Fo l k l ore 
Front iers correspondence purposes onl y .  Shou l d  anyone wish so,  t he i r  
e ntry wi l l  b e  removed . 

STONEHENGE V I EWPO I NT .  .Mag on newspr i nt cove r i ng archaeol ogy , astronomy 
and related arts and sc ience s .  Q. U . K .  agent L�C. Smi th,  16 Sol st i ce 
Rise , Amesbury , Sa l i sbu ry , Vi l t s . , SP4 ?HQ. Eight- i ssue s u b  $ 1 2  U . S . ; 
$ 1 6  e l sewhere . No.  78 . I vor Snook re l ates the folk hi story wh i ch 
Geof f rey of Mon�sed his Stonehenge comme nts on;  a nc i e nt 
met rology ; edi tor Dona l d  Cyr and scept i c  Bob Forrest begi n  a debate on 
ideas rel ated to I saac 1 .  Va i l ' s  canopy theory <cant 7Q, 8 0 > ; tree ogam;  
ogam i n  Col orado; pre-Co l u mbian Ve l sh transat lant ic voyages ;  readers' 
l etters; large book cata l ogue . �· Cha l l eng i ng stone struct u re i n  
Quebec suggest i ve o f  pre-Col u mbian Euro se t t l ers ; dragons and serpents 
mot i fs ;  metrol ogy ; and P . K .  J ohnstone on berserkers and other Dark Ages 
heat he n warriors -- splendi d l y  readable pi ece . �· Santa Fe ha l o  
display;  megal i th i c  weathe r ;  epi graphol ogy;  myste� i ous Austral i a ;  
pre=Col u mbian seafarers ; Pal aeo- I ndi ans ; pre-Dru i d  Stonehenge . 
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CHALLENGE.  Research i nto paranorma l ,  E . K. a n d  related s t u d i e s .  Q .  S i ng l e  
copy t1 ; 4 i ssues t3 . 75 .  Payable to A . T .  Fee ne y ,  5 3  Brook Tee . , 
Dar l i ngton , Co . Durham, DL3 6PJ . � Edi tor ial dec l ares mag ' s  
skept i kal stance , part icu l a r l y  over • fa i th" and • be l ief systems• . Soma 
of t h i s  is very personal . A poorl y-craf ted sat i re pi l l or i �s I a n  Tay l or 
as • the G i t  of B i c  Hi l l • < Penh i l l - gedd i t t > .  Psychic quest i ng and 
Anoma l l y ,  lo5 , get rubbi shed . There ' s  a n  arid i ncomplete i nt roduct i on to 
the psychology of bel ief systems whi c h  i sas bigoted as the ma t e r i a l  i t  
seeks to debu nk . A seemi ng non-quote f rom Tac i t u s  bri ngs another attack 
on the E .  K. camp.- Ten lli nutes of harmless , rather chi l d i sh ,  nega t i ve 
t h i nk i ng .  They may however have an i mportant poi nt to make -- i t  be i ng a 
foo l  and h i s  mone y  are soon parted . � Xore hol ier t han t hou v i t r i o l  
ranges through " Ho l y  Bl ood, Hol y  Gra i l "  <Ho l y  shi t? > venom; part i c u l a r l y  
personal attack on • the Giant of Pe nhi l l •  b y  S .  Doog, who d oe s  not even 
me nt i on t he book a ut hor ' s  name ; whereas Tony Feeney doe s ,  and re f l ects 
my own doubts in succ i nct arguments. The skept i ks a l so attack Ve l ikovsky 
and Creat i on i st s . Plus letters .  

f!pJEAI T I KES .  The Journal of Strange Phenomena . Phantasamagori ca l  
potpourri o f  F�eana , S i ngle i ss ue ; t 1 . 7 5 ;  4 - i ssue s u b  t? ; U . S. $ 1 6 .  
Payable t o  Fortean T i me s ,  9 6  Xansf i e l d  Road , London , IY3 2HI .  lo . 5 0 .  
Features t i ne devi l encounters to X. I . B. ,  ioch less update , unburiea 
dead,  Rowl ey Reg i s  UFO encou nter,  S . H . C . p l u s  rou nd-ups of such 
happenings as pen i s-severing, a l i e n  b i g  cats ,  ki l ler bees, f i shy yarns , 

'gh"osts e tc . . ro : '5 1 .  Se-a-:-&arpents se"Parat e l y  from lorse mythol ogy and 

I Blac k  Sea i Mi��s on crocodi l e  cryptozoological hoax; mystery su bs 
of Sweden and I r i sh Se a ;  Fort and Theodore Drei se r ;  do swal l ows 
h i be rnate? ; U . S. l i zard man . , . . . a l l _  essent i a l  read i ng .  

T H E  LEY HUITER. Senior E . X .  mag . t6 for 4 i ssue s ;  $15 U . S. surface . From 
P . O.  Box 5, Brecon , Powys, LD3 ?AA . �· German E . X .  work and 
att i t udes; rad i at i on a t  Cumbrian megal i th i c  s i tes i Stonehenge sol st i ce 
debacl e  and John Xiche l l  pra i se for Bur l ' s  book on the monument ; second 
part of ! an Tay l or ' &  i nqu i r y  i nto stones as l ey i nd i cators ; Pau l  
Screeton ' s  potpourri o f  E . X .  mi sce l l ana j Koot 88 ; le tters and reviews. 
Jlo . 1 07 .  Pau l Devere�x l ooks at t he

. �t-�te �f the art l a y  research; 
rad i ca l  reassessment of Venus f i gu r i ne s  by bathe Hagens j l ays 
consol i dated; American moot report ;  Pau l Screeton on a modern s i t e  with 
Ce l t i c  i nf l uence s ;  lige l  Penni ck on A l f red Yatkinsj  J ohn Gl over on 
• nu c l ear winter• of 1 150BC ;  Chine se geomanc y .  �· Evocat i ve 
landscape art i cl e s  by He l e n  Voodley and Chr i s  Ha l e ;  pri mi t i ve soft porn 
cover by Konica Sj oo; exce l l ent rev i e w  sect i on .  

VALRUS. Of f i c i a l  organ o f  t he non-mate r i a l  worl d .  c / o  2 5  Partr i dge I �Cambr idge , CB3 BEl . 75p i nc p&p, i n  blank postal orders . � 
Ant i - f u ndamenta l i st essay by the prol i f i c lige l  Penni ck i n  t he wake of \ 
the problems of a lapsed Mus l i m  nove l i st . He posit&,  • nark age& f a l l  

when f u ndamental i sm gets the upper hand" . P l u s  pi ece o n  t urn-of-the­

cent ury Be l gian concentrat i on camps . 
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KAGOH I A .  Q. 4 i ssues L3 ; U . S .  10 dol la rs sur face < must pay in bi l l s > . · 
U . �rs payable to " J OH N  R I MXER . From J ohn Dee Cottage , 5 J ame s  
Terrace , Mort l ake Churchyard, London SY1 4  8HB. Ho . 3 0 .  Exce l l ent Peter 
Rogerson as a l ways on curre nt u f o l k l ore themes w�s essent i a l  
readi ng for a l l  who are i ntere sted i n  f l yi ng saucer happe n i ngs; 
d i sappo i nt i ng documents of Br i t i sh Government UFO f i les i n  the Publ ic 
Record Of f ice ; r i tes of passage spec u l a t i on ;  TV docu mentaries mangl i ng 
of u f o l ogy ; Hi l ary Evans on the i mportance of keepi ng abreast of 

u f o l ogical deve l opment s .  Ho . 3 1 .  Mi chae l ·�.;����� .. 
Goss tackles the tal es of � Presl e y  
s i ght i ngs, bu t before the Su n of fered L 1 m. 
for h i s  body or personage de l i ve red t o  
Wapppi ng < 1 12m.  f o r  Buddy Hol l y > ; strang­
ers in t he bedroom; Pau l Fu l l e r  on t he 
dubi ous vortex theory for mystery c i rc l e s .  
No . 32 . Mart i n  Kot tmeyer l ooks at those 
�to n i ghtmares,  conside rs abductees 
and comes u p  wi th the boundary-de f i c i t  
theory ; Pat rick Harpur puts the case f or 
readi ng UFOs as pr i mary i ma g i nat i ve phen­
omena and makes t h i s  one of the most ess­
ent i a l  art i c l e s  on u f o l ogy of a l l  t i me ,  
offer i ng a mercu r i a l  du al i sm whi ch a l l ows 
for coexi stent e xt raterrestrial  hypothe s i s  
a n d  earthl i ghts theory ; Ra l ph Hoyes de f i nes .. _._.._._._. 
supe rst i t i on as " persi stence i n  a be l i e f  i n  the face of contrary 
evide nce ; p l u s  an apprai sa l  whi c h  sees U . S . u f o l gy concerned with 
abductees,  crashed saucers and cover-ups wi t h  I FOs and human sc i ences . 
P l u s  rev i e ws  and l etters. I nte l l ectua l l y  st i mu l at i ng .  · 

NORTHERN UFO HEWS. t5 for 5 from 37 Heathbank Road, Cheadle Heat h ,  
Stockport , Chesh i re ,  SK3 O U P .  �· Edi tor J enny Rand l es expla i ns 
the purpose of her and Peter Hough ' s " Death by Supernatural Causes?" and 
hangs cri t i cs and debu nkers on t he i r  own petards . The news and round-up 
reports on BUFORA , Sunday Sport and The Press Cou nc i l ,  which proves t he 
f ormer to be t he b i ggest i d i ot organizat i on of t he three . No . 136 . 
Ant i - F l y i ng Saucer Review edi torial regard i ng i t s  acceptanc� 
commentary on 1970s APEI gro�p a f f a i r .  I ssues a l so cover UFOs i n  t he 
me di a ;  case reports ;  art i c l e s · � l sewhere and gene ra l  i nfo.  I n te l l i ge nt 
yet chatty. A l ways e nj oyabl e .  

D I DN I D .  Ori g i na l  and qu i t e  a depart u re thi s .  I t ' s actu a l l y  " part" of 
Ios . 2 & 3 on one l ong tape cassette . Surrea l i sm u n l eashed feat u r i ng t he 
incomparabl e Tony " Doe" Shi e l s ,  w i t h  h i s  son Gareth and Hens Tee t h .  
Opens wi t h  short story which i s  l i ke a cross between you r nei ghbourhood 
paper boy ,  Santa Claus and Spr i nghe e l  J ack rol l ed int one . There ' s Doe ' s 
I vor Cu t l e r  sort of " Gi ve Me a Sugar Lump" pleading over doom- l ade n 
pe rcuss i on and son Gareth send i ng up country songs by s i ng i ng of a " Hol y 
ghost town• . There are monol ogues,  rant i ngs , music f rom the ne� t i fu l l y  
t u ne f u l  t o  great rhythms and di scordant mayhem. One t rack has· 
caterwa l u l i ng remi n i scent of f e l i ds ma t i ng .  Doe d i dn ' t e nc l ose a price 
wi th t he tape , but a f i ve r  at l east t o  Rnidni d ,  3 Val e  V i ew, Ponsa noot h ,  
Truro, Cornwa l l .  

AXASKAY A .  Newsl etter of the STAR Fe l l owshi p .  Q ,  Annua l sub t2 . Cheques 
payab l e  to J .  Goddard , 25 A l bert Road, Add l e stone , Veybri dge , Su rre y ,  
K T 1 5  2PX. Ho. 13.  Two piece s  on t he extraordi nary Phi l i p Rodgers,  an 
ear l y  UFO •contactee• , a l ong wi t h  two l etters wr i tten by him dur i ng the 
Si xt ie s .  P l us Phi l i p  Hese l t on on a l t ernat i ve technol ogy. lo. 1 4 .  Rather 
perpl e x i ng choice of art i c l e  by Tony Wedd on cance r ,  see i ng-as-Ee f a i led 
to conque r  it;  another repr i nt f rom Phi l i p Hese l ton on Yedd se t t i ng u p  
STAR Fe l l owshi p .  

1 


